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A. ACCIDENT  

Location: Attalla, Alabama 
Date: November 27, 2023 
Time: 1748 CST 

 2348 coordinated universal time (UTC)  
Airplane: N4187Q, Piper PA-32R-301T   

B. WRECKAGE EXAMINATION SUMMARY  

IIC Timothy W. Monville 
 NTSB-OAS/ERA 
 Washington, DC 
 

Party Coordinator Kevin Atkins 
 FAA Flight Standards District Office 
 Birmingham, Alabama 

 
Party Coordinator Kris Wetherell 
 Piper Aircraft, Inc. 
 Vero Beach, Florida  
 
Party Coordinator J. Mike Childers 
 Lycoming Engines 
 Williamsport, Pennsylvania 

C. SUMMARY 

On November 27, 2023, about 1748 central standard time, a Piper PA-32R-
301T, N4187Q, was destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Attalla, 
Alabama. The private pilot was fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 
14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight. 

D. DETAILS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

1.0. General Airplane Information 

1.1 Airplane Description 

The Saratoga II TC is a single engine, low wing, retractable landing gear 
airplane that was manufactured in 2001 and assigned registration N4187Q and 
serial number 3257214. It is all metal, seats up to six occupants, and has two 
separate one hundred pound capacity baggage compartments. 
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Figure 17 View of Debris on Oil Filter Element 

3.6 Propeller 

The propeller remained attached to the engine and all three blades 
remained secured inside the propeller hub (Figure 18). 
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3.9 Landing Gear 

The left main landing gear appeared to be slightly extended while the 
right main landing gear appeared retracted. 

3.10 Cockpit 

No identifiable instruments, gauges or switches were located in the 
cockpit. 

3.11 Fuel/Fuel System 

The airframe fuel system was largely destroyed by impact forces and 
post impact fire. The fuel selector valve was heavily fire damaged. The bottom 
portion including the fuel screen was burned away. The valve was found in the 
right tank selected position but was free to move. The valve control rod from 
the torque tube to the valve was bent. The electric fuel pump was not located. 

 

4.0. Part Retention and Return 

Parts retained for examination by the NTSB Materials Laboratory will be 
returned to the salvage facility following examination3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Timothy W. Monville 
Sr. Air Safety Investigator 
 

 
3 Refer to NTSB Wreckage Release Form and NTSB Evidence Control Forms for a list of parts retained. 




