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Mr. Clouse was interviewed via telephone.  He stated that in reference to the photos he 
sent me, it appeared that the electrical lead to the starter motor was not properly 
routed (clamped) per Piper maintenance manual and FAA advisory circular instructions, 
and it was contacting the fuel primer line below it. There were metal “beads” on top of 
the fuel primer line, consistent with chaffing and welding from the electrical lead.  Mr. 
Couse added that that the accident electrical lead was 25 to 30” long with no clamp 
and drooped down on to the fuel line.     
 
Mr. Clouse noted substantial damage to an engine mount tube, which required 
replacement.   
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