


July 18, 2023 
 
As requested, I am providing this statement concerning the accident that occurred on July 12, 
2023 at Elbert County Airport involving N16071. 
 
I observed the pilot running the airplane on the ramp. The engine was running very rough. He 
taxied from the ramp to runway 11. Myself and two other pilots noted that the engine was still 
running rough as he taxied past the FBO. He taxied into position and applied power. The 
airplane was accelerating very slowly and still running badly. He continued the takeoff roll, not 
rotating until after passing abeam the terminal building. The airplane appeared to be unable to 
gain sufficient altitude. Crossing the departure end of the runway, he turned slightly left to 
avoid a stand of trees off the end of the runway. After avoiding the trees, the airplane nosed up 
slightly, then descended below the trees and out of our sight. 
 
Please let me know if you need anything further. 
 
Randy Haralson 
Manager, Elbert County Airport 
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Upon arrival at the Elbert County airport on 12 July, myself and Carson Floyd had a brief interaction with the pilot of 
N16071. We then started walking to the FBO as he was starting the plane. We noticed a hard skip coming from the 
plane. Just before we entered the FBO we saw the plane back taxi runway 11 with the very obvious skip still coming 
from the engine.

While we were in the FBO talking with Mr. Haralson, N16071 began a departure on runway 11. Carson ran out the door 
to look and called back for me to watch. When I got out of the door the plane was approximately 3/4 of the way down 
runway 11 with an altitude around 40-50 feet. I called back for Randy and he came out to see the departure as well. 

The plane never gained enough altitude to clear the trees. The pilot banked the plane to the left to clear the trees off the 
end of runway 11 while still holding the nose high in an attempt to gain altitude and followed the opening around the 
tree line. At this point we saw the plane dive and we lost sight as he went below the ground on the departure end of 11. 
Mr. Haralson left in his truck to go to the scene and Carson and I followed in my truck. The pilot was out of the plane 
and walking around when we reached the scene of the crash. 

Ross M Anderson




