
04/05/2020 – 1300 – Aircraft N880JS veered off of runway 17 at KJYO upon landing. The aircraft 
experienced a left yaw as the main landing gear made contact with the runway. Tire markings show the 
yawing motion was immediate. Accident pilot reported attempts to counter steer with hard right 
rudder, however, it did not have a significant effect. As the aircraft exited the runway the left main gear 
broke free from the aircraft at the top of the left main strut. Half of the upper casting was found 
partially attached to the strut. The remaining upper strut trunnion was found next to the runway with 
three washers and the landing gear door linkage.  
 
Eye witness was located on the airfield approximately 100 yards from the touchdown location 
perpendicular to the runway. The witness reported watching the aircraft from late approach to final 
resting position. Witness reported seeing the left main tire not rotating as they would expect and tire 
smoke was seen coming from the left main tire.  
 
Initial examination of the aircraft showed the left main landing gear trunnion had cracked vertically and 
released the strut. Wheel was forced through the aft portion of the wing between the engine cowling 
and fuselage. The hydraulic gear actuating cylinder was still attached to its upper mounting bracing and 
the strut body. The upper mounting bracing for the gear actuating cylinder was torn from the spar cap 
and shear webs. Ribs aft of the landing gear were damaged from the wheel impacting the wing.  
 
Further examination of the left main landing gear & wheel showed the wheel had rotated 180 degrees 
on the strut and the hardware holding the scissor link was missing. Examination of the scissor link did 
not reveal damage from a shear action or abnormal stress. It is possible the hardware holding the scissor 
link was not installed properly upon the last landing gear overhaul/removal and dropped out of the 
aircraft. The scissor link hardware was not recovered for examination. Damage on the left main tire 
indicates the tire had castered on landing and steered the aircraft off of the runway. The tire 
experienced abnormal wear and heat damage. Wear on the tire consisted of cracking and rubber rolled 
over along the left side of the tire tread as if the tire material was pushed or exfoliated in that direction. 
There were not any flat spots to indicate the tire failed to rotate or a seized wheel/brakes. The brake 
calipers and pads were examined. No abnormal wear or damage was found.  
 
One pilot and one passenger was on-board the aircraft at the time of the accident. No injuries were 
reported.  


