
















January 20, 2023 
Wachula (CHN) airport 
Gyroplane:  
Builder, Richard DeGraw 
N number, N40DG 
Last annual (condition inspection), November 11, 2022 
 
Pilot, Richard DeGraw 
Pilot certificate number,  
Third Class Medical,  06-22-2021 
Ratings: Private;  
Airplane Single Engine Land, 
Helicopter, 
Gyroplane 
Logged Time: 
Airplane; 778 
Helicopter; 625 
Gyroplane, 857 
       Total,  2260 
 
Around 3:15 PM, I departed runway 18, climbed out to the west over open fields, up to 
700 ft. AGL. I flew around for about 15 minutes, making turns, making throttle changes, 
checking control responses.  In general, I was checking out the craft for condition of 
proper safe flight.  This craft is My Wife’s.  I, we wanted to be sure of its proper 
operation.  This I do periodically. 
I then returned to the airport to land on runway 36. 
 
Conditions; 
Good visibility, 
Winds, about 8 out of the West, a direct cross wind. 
 
My approach was as my normal, closed throttle. 
I put the stick a little into the wind to track straight.  Same as in a fixed wing. 
As I flared, I realized that I was a little too high and gave a little throttle to compensate, 
however too little too late.   I dropped in from about 3 feet.  With the left wheel lower 
because of the left stick position, the left wheel hit first, the rebound forced the craft to 
the right, then back to the left. This was accompanied by an increasingly yaw on each 
cycle.  This cycle repeated itself 3 or 4 times.  I would describe this as a “duck walk”. 
The last bounce, yaw cycle resulted in the craft laying on its side. 
 I shut off the master switch, then got of the craft to access the situation.  Being alone at 
this time I started gathering up broken pieces.  Shortly my wife arrived with the car 
which had tools in it.  I started to remove the rotor blades so that the craft could be up-
righted as gas was coming out of the tank vent.  With help I was able to remove the rotor 
blades and upright the craft. 
The Wachula chief of police came about that time to which I gave information I was 
asked for. 



Then with help we loaded the craft on a trailer and then I picked up any remaining little  
pieces. 
 
Conclusion; 
I know exactly what I did wrong and I am embarised. 
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