
From:
To:
Subject: N101MA Middlefield Ohio
Date: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 12:29:56 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Brian,
 
      The pilot performed the approach with the gear down and flaps up to ensure the aircraft was
under control. Pilot states that the approach speed was around 120 knots. Normal blue line speed is
approximately 108 knots until short final then slowing to around 90 knots. With the right engine
propeller feathered and zero flaps the increased airspeed caused the aircraft to touch down hard
and likely long. The aircraft was unable to stop on the remaining portion of the 3500 foot runway.
 
The Lycoming Rep determined that the cause of the oil leak was due to the front seal being blown
out. Additionally, he determined that the cause of the front seal being blown out was cause from
detonation in the #5 cylinder which burned a hole in the piston which introduced excessive pressure
in the engine case. The crack in the engine case was caused by oil starvation that overheated the #5
piston connecting rod bearing which seized the connecting rod and causing it to break and hit the
inside of the engine case causing it to crack. The cause of the #5 cylinder detonation could not be
determined due to the engine crank being seized. The magneto until was removed and verified that
it was operational. The Lycoming Rep sent the spark plugs to the material analysis lab for inspection
and testing.
 
 
Donnie Reid
Cleveland FSDO

.
North Olmsted, OH 44070
 

 
If you would like to leave feedback follow the link below:
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/stakeholder_feedback/afx/field/sf
_fsdo/
 




