






















Narrative continuation from 6120 page 10 
 
Pilot Recommendations: 
1) Move aircraft out of shade hanger prior to start-up. 
If this is not possible: 
2) Develop an expanded and detailed Before Engine Start-up check list that 
includes: 

a. Re-set parking brake to include releasing brake handle while maximum 
manual brake pressure is being applied to both pedals in an effort to ensure 
maximum brake fluid pressure is in the lines and being applied to each caliper when 
the brake handle is moved to the “fully” set position. 
b. Stay aware of inadvertent movement (e.g. bumping) of the set brake handle 
during seat adjustment and positioning as well as general movement (e.g. buckling 
the seat belt) of in the pilot seat that may: 

i. Accidentally release the brake and/or 
ii. Permit pressure reduction from the system that could lower the effectiveness 
of the parking brake 
This is especially important if the parking brake handle needs to be placed in a 
particular position (e.g. 45o) other than the standard straight down (90o) 
position. 

c. Ensure throttle tension knob is adjusted so that the throttle can not be easily 
or accidentially advanced. 

3) Do not rely on the parking brake to fully prevent aircraft movement when the 
engine is running. 
4) Initiate a 2-stage pilot seat positioning (front-to-back) scheme. 

a. The 1st during preflight and before engine start so the seat is moved as far 
forward as necessary for the pilot to apply and maintain maximum pressure to both 
brake pedals for 

i. Re-setting the parking brake prior to engine start. 
ii. Allowing the pilot to quickly apply maximum manual braking pressure after 
start-up if necessary. 

b. Secondly, after startup re-adjust the front-to-back position of the pilot seat to 
achieve better/ideal positioning of the feet for control of the rudder pedals during 
flight. This can be performed as part of the Pre-take off checklist at the run-up area. 

5) Conduct a thorough review of the preflight ground operations with a CFI 
and demonstrate proficiency. 
6) Develop and train on an emergency procedure (immediate response) that 
can be taken in the evnt of a “run away” situation occurs during ground operations. 
This training would be an obligate Dual exercise with a CFI and could accomplished 
at an isolated taxiway area of the airport to make this response instinctual. While this 
may reduce the reaction time to pull the mixture and throttle leavers to idle by only a 
second or two – in an emergency situation (as occurred with 783SF) it may be enough 
to prevent or reduce the impact of an event. 
7) It has been my observation that a student pilot can work with multiple CFIs 



sequentially during the training phase. [I have worked with 3 different CFIs, all at the 
Knoxville Flight Academy, since my training began in 2019]. While all three have 
been knowledgeable, competent and great to work with there has not been a formal 
hand-off/transition from one to the next. I would recommend there be a formal 
“transition check” with some type of a grading system when instructors are changed 
during basic training to ensure core fundamentals and proficiencies have been 
mastered to standards and expectations of the instructor. I believe this would be 
important if gaps occur between sessions (due to financial limitations, availability from 
work and even “shut-downs” from Covid) where prior training may have waned or 
have become “rusty”. 
8) Be aware of “ghost crutches”. With a CFI in the right seat with hands and feet 
on controls ready to act (significantly or “tweak” controls in a minor capacity), a 
student may develop a false sense of mastery of an action when in fact they have not 
or to an expected degree. 




