Federal Aviation
Administration

Memorandum

Date: December 5, 2022

To: Thomas Vidamour ATL FSDO Manager

From: AFG-700-SO11

Prepared by: Steven Davidson, Principal Avionics Inspector
Subject: N4349R Accident Investigation/NTSB# ERA23L.A043

On October 27th 2022, at approximately 1140 Eastern Standard Time, N4349R, a 1974 Cessna
172M, S/N 17263100, sustained substantial damage while landing at the Gentle Landings Air
Park (0GAY9) in Roberta, Georgia. This a privately owned airport with a grass runway. According
to the Safety Performance Analysis System (SPAS), the aircraft is registered to James Vaughan
of Williamson, Georgia. Mr. Vaughan was the Pilot in Command (PIC) at the time of the
accident. There were three individuals on board with the pilot sustaining a cut on his right hand
that required stitches and a cut on his left elbow. The aircraft was being operated under the
provisions of 14 CFR Part 91 as a personal flight. Day, visual meteorological conditions
prevailed, and no flight plan was filed.

On October 27™, 2022 at approximately 1240 Eastern Standard Time, an FAA Inspector from the
Atlanta FSDO was dispatched to the scene in order to investigate the cause of the accident.
Upon arrival to the accident site, the FAA IIC began his initial assessment of the damage. The
FAA Inspector was met by members of the Crawford County Sheriff’s Department who were on
scene securing the site. The aircraft had went off the end of the grass runway and came to rest
nose down in a pile of stacked tree logs with the tail of the aircraft vertical. When the aircraft
exited the runway, the landing gear struck the stacked logs causing various damage to all three
gears. The right wing and wing tip was wrinkled and buckled in several areas, evidence of spar
damage. There was a four inch hole in the windshield and the upper and lower engine cowlings
were bent. The propeller was bent and displayed characteristics associated with a no power
condition. A further detailed examination by a qualified A&P/IA took place on 11/29/2022 and
confirmed the suspected substantial damage associated with a bent wing spar. No other damage
was noted at this time.

On October 27™, 2022 the PIC was interviewed and provided the following statement:
“We departed KOPN on 10/27/2022. Weather was good, winds calm and traffic was
landing Runway 12, so we used 12 for departure. I have made several trips to Gentle
Landings Air Park. I set up for landing on RWY 25 Left downwind. On turning final 1
noticed I was a little high so I pulled the power off and selected full flaps. Crossing the
approach end I noticed the ground speed seemed a little high and elected to try to land.



Braking action was not very effective on the grass and by then was too late to make a
go-around and went into a pile of tree logs that had been stacked at the end of the
runway. After stopping we were all able to get out of the aircraft and walked to the
hangar at the other end of the runway. There were two other passengers and neither of
them sustained any injuries. I received a deep cut on my right hand that required stitches
and a cut on my left elbow.”

A review of the aircraft logbooks revealed that a current Annual Inspection was performed on
the Airframe, Powerplant and Propeller on 12/3/2021 and all AD’s were complied with. The
aircraft had a Total Time (TT) of 6173 hours at the time of the annual inspection. No other
concerns were noted during the review of the maintenance.

Aircraft Inspection Status:

Aircraft: 1974 Cessna, Model: 172M, S/N: 17263100

Engines: 1 each Lycoming, Model: O-320 Series

Current Registration: DOE 12/31/2025

Standard Airworthiness Certificate: DOI 03/28/1974

Annual inspection was completed and returned to service on 12/3/2021 at 6173 Aircraft

AD’s were signed off as to being complied with during last annual inspection on

The Current aircraft total time is 6197 Hours on 10/27/2022
The aircraft has operated 24.9 hour since the last annual inspection on 12/3/2021

Commercial Pilot/Flight Engineer/Flight Instructor
Current Second Class Medical: 06/29/2022
No previous EIS records reported

aintenance Mechanic Inspection Status:

Mechanic: Airframe and Power plant
Inspection Authorization i

No previous EIS records reported

Actual Weather: VMC
Runway Conditions: Dry/Grass
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Precipitation: None
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