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A. ACCIDENT  

Location: Gilford , Ne w Hamp shire  
Date : Se p te mb e r 30, 2023 
Time : 1942 EDT 

 2342 UTC  
Airp lane : N6312G, Ce ssna 150  

B. NTSB WRECKAGE EXAM REPO RT  

IIC Le ah D. Re ad , Sr. ASI 
 NTSB 
 Easte rn Re g ion 
 

 
All major comp one nts of the  airp lane  we re  re cove re d  from the  lake  and  

re maine d  attache d  to  the  airp lane  via contro l cab le s. Flig ht contro l continuity was 
e stab lishe d  for all major flig ht contro l surface s to  the  cockp it. The  flap  actuator was in 
the  fully re tracte d  p osition. The  e le vator trim tab  was not re cove re d , b ut the  trim tab  
actuator re maine d  attache d  to  the  rig ht horizontal stab ilize r. The  rod  e nd  of the  
actuator had  b e e n p ulle d  out and  no  me asure me nt could  b e  ob taine d .  

 
Both wing s sustaine d  e xte nsive  le ad ing  e d g e  comp re ssion d amag e . Both fue l 

cap s we re  se cure d  to  e ach wing  and  the  se als we re  in g ood  cond ition. The  cockp it 
are a sustaine d  e xte nsive  imp act d amag e . The  thro ttle /mixture /carb ure tor he at 
contro ls we re  all full forward . The  p ilo t se at had  se p arate d  from its rails and  was 
found  outsid e  the  airp lane . The  co-p ilo t se at re maine d  p artially attache d  to  the  rails. 
The  p ilo t’s lap  b e lt asse mb ly was found  comp le te ly se p arate d  from the  airp lane  
structure . The  b e lt was not b uckle d . The  co-p ilo t’s lap  b e lt re maine d  se cure  to  the  
airp lane  structure  and  was b uckle d . The  e mp e nnag e , and  all tail contro l surface s 
we re  also  e xhib ite d  imp act d amag e . 

 
 The  fue l shutoff valve  was found  in the  wre ckag e  and  sustaine d  imp act 

d amag e . The  valve  was found  b e twe e n the  on/off p osition. The  firewall fue l straine r 
was intact. The  b owl was re move d , and  a trace  of liq uid  was ob se rve d . The  scre e n 
was ab se nt of d e b ris. The  carb ure tor had  se p arate d  from the  e ng ine . The  fing e r 
scre e n was ab se nt of d e b ris and  the  b owl was e mp ty. The  p lastic floats we re  intact. A 
small amount of fue l sq uirte d  from the  carb ure tor whe n the  acce le rator p ump  was 
manip ulate d . The  fue l had  a strong  od or of auto-g asoline . 

 
 The  vacuum p ump  also  se p arate d  from the  e ng ine  and  sustaine d  

imp act d amag e . The  p ump  was d isasse mb le d , and  the  d rum was he avily fracture d . 
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All b ut one  of the  vane s was intact.  360-d e g re e  ro tational scoring  was ob se rve d  on 
the  inte rior wall o f the  p ump . 

 
The  e ng ine  and  its two-b lad e d  p rop e lle r sustaine d  imp act d amag e . Both 

b lad e s we re  b e nt aft mid -sp an and  e xhib ite d  some  twisting . 
 
Eng ine  comp re ssion and  valve  train continuity was e stab lishe d  via manual 

ro tation of the  p rop e lle r. The  top  p lug s we re  re move d , and  the  e le ctrod e s we re  
cove re d  in mud , b ut ap p e are d  to  b e  in g ood  cond ition. Both mag ne tos re maine d  
attache d  to  the  e ng ine  and  se ve ral te ars we re  note d  to  the  ig nition harne ss. The  
mag s we re  re move d  and  b oth coup ling s snap p e d  whe n ro tate d . Sp ark could  not b e  
ob taine d  d ue  to  wate r d amag e .  

 
 A b lack nylon b ag  was found  in the  aft se ction of the  wre ckag e . The  b ag  

was op e n.  The  aircraft mainte nance  log b ook was found  insid e , b ut the  e ng ine  and  
p rop e lle r mainte nance  log s we re  not. A re vie w of the  aircraft log b ook re ve ale d  that 
the  airp lane ’s last annual insp e ction was cond ucte d  on March 12, 2023, at a 
tachome te r time  of 2,599.6 hours. 
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