




From:
To:
Subject: Statement N601YP
Date: Saturday, June 3, 2023 7:55:28 PM

Richard Hudgins
FAA Investigator

Richard,

As requested, I am writing a statement as to the events preceding John D. Lassiter’s crash today at June 3, 2023
at12:46 PM.

This Flight was his third takeoff. I have a video of his first takeoff and his first landing. He made a low pass before
his first landing and went around and made a very smooth landing on his second pass. I was communicating with
him in the pattern with my hand held radio. On climb out he said he had a “low oil Pressure” warning in his headset
but that his pressure was 38psi (Normal range for a Viking is 30-60psi). He also said he thought the airspeed was not
working properly. I told him to keep the nose down in the turns to be a little fast and to land. His landing was
smooth with touch down in the touch down zone. We inspected the pitot tube and it appeared nominal. I asked him
if the avionics shop had tested his airspeed and certified his transponder? He said yes. I told him to have them come
back and check it again. They found a little debris in the pitot probe but not a lot. They also told him that his
pitot/static lines were crossed. I’m not sure how that could have happened because no one that I know of was behind
the instrument panel after the Avonics shop certified it the first time. The Dynon box is clearly marked and the lines
were color coded and labeled.

He was attempting to dial in his engine instruments and airspeed in the Dynon glass panel. I knew he was going to
fly again today so I went out there this morning to check on him . Someone had him change his oil pressure
markings yesterday and when I looked at them today they were reversed to where they should have been. Red was
on top of the tape, yellow was in the middle, and green was on the bottom. I had him to get the manual out and redo
them to the proper setting as prescribed by Viking. I checked them and later he sent me a picture of the instrument
panel before taking off on that last flight. Everything looked nominal.

He made one trip around the pattern and called me to tell me the only problem now was the Oil Pressure tone still
came on at 38 psi. I told him to go back into the Dynon setup and lower the trigger to 32 psi which is 2 psi above the
minimum of 30 as prescribed by Viking. That was at 12:06. According to FlightAware he took off again at 12:20
and crashed at 12:46. I am not sure what transpired in the 10 minutes before he took off that last time. 

I also cautioned him to remain in the pattern and to climb to 3500 or 4500 but to maintain a pattern over the normal
pattern. I told him he needed to stay over the field if anything happened to the engine. I also told him it was a FAA
requirement for the first ten hours. According to FlightAware he flew out to Snead and then was on a northeasterly
path heading away from the field. That is not the flight path that we had briefed.

Before I left him this morning we discussed his checklist and the position of all switches for normal operations. He
answered all my questions regarding his checklist and systems operations satisfactory. I did not hear from him again
after he texted me the picture of the engine instruments. The next I heard was the FBO called me to tell me he had
crashed.

Randall Haney

Boaz, AL 35957




