
I contacted Mr. Sager on 06/14/2023 to obtain an email address.  I provided him with written notification 
of the Pilot's Bill of Rights (PBR) via the Compliance Program and Airman Rights Brochure.  
Additionally, I provided him with a copy of the Privacy Act Notice.  Mr. Sager was still recovering from 
injuries from the accident and not feeling up to an interview at that time.  I asked him to contact me 
when he was able to discuss the accident.  I received a voicemail from Mr. Sager on 06/20/2023 
indicating that he was released from the hospital and was able to discuss the accident.  I contacted him 
on 06/22/2023 at 0856 EDT and setup an interview for 1245 EDT on the same day.  Below is a 
summary of the interview. 
 
06/22/2023, 1245 EDT - Before beginning the interview, I confirmed Mr. Sager had received the PBR 
and Privacy Act Notice and asked if he had any questions regarding the documents?  He acknowledged 
receipt and an understanding of both documents.  I began the interview with Mr. Sager by stating that I 
was glad he was released from the hospital and asked how he was feeling.  He indicated that he was 
recovering well but was still undergoing physical therapy for the injury to his ankle.  I then asked Mr. 
Sager to provide a summary of the day of the accident beginning with any preflight planning and 
continuing through the accident sequence.  Mr Sager began by saying that he was planning a trip to 
Alaska  in July 2023 utilizing this C-180 and wanted to start taking it on some longer flights in 
preparation for the trip.   He indicated that "top end" engine maintenance was performed in October of 
2022 including replacement of the cylinders and pistons.  He stated that he had been performing the 
break-in procedures for the engine maintenance as recommended by the repair facility which included 
running the engine "pretty hard".  He also stated the engine had been serviced with Aeroshell mineral 
oil after the engine maintenance but had been changed out for regular Aeroshell engine oil (cont.)



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




