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OAS-Eastern Region Aviation 

 
Mr. John McGowan was interviewed at his house whose address was  Reliance, 
TN  on May 9, 2023, about 1057 Eastern Daylight Time. Also present was NTSB 
investigator Joshua Young, and Textron Aviation investigator Ricardo Asensio. Mr. McGowan 
provided an e-mail address of  and a cellular phone number of 

 
He was advised by e-mail when sending this document for review that it will not be released to the 
public until the investigation is finished and when published, any personal identifiable information 
(PII) such as cell phone number, e-mail address, address, pilot certificate number, etc., will be 
redacted and not viewable in the released document. 
 
He indicated that he was a Navy pilot and flew H2’s and H60 helicopters. On the date of the 
accident, he reported a, “big windstorm” after 1900 hours, further describing it as a wall of wind 
about 40 knots. About the time of the accident, he was upstairs and heard a “wump” sound that 
shook the house. He went outside and looked around and did not see anything or hear any engine 
nose. His neighbor (Chris Chlumsky) reportedly heard the airplane. 
 
He was asked by NTSB the following questions – 
 
What was the ceiling in that area at the time he heard the sound? 
About 500 ft above ground level. 
 
What was the visibility in that area at the time he heard the sound? 
It was hard to tell from his location as he did not have a known reference for distance. He reported 
it was raining hard and the wind was blowing. He added that he did not hear and engine sound or 
screeching metal. 
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The interview end time was not recorded. 
 
The digest was e-mailed to him for review on May 19, 2023. He replied on May 20, 2023, at 
0513 EDT with, “No changes necessary.” The FINAL digest was e-mailed to him on October 4, 
2023. 
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Mr. Chris Chlumsky was interviewed near the accident site on May 10, 2023 at 1049 Eastern 
Daylight Time. He provided a home address of  Reliance, TN  Also 
present was NTSB investigator Joshua Young, and Textron Aviation investigator Ricardo Asensio. 
Mr. Chlumsky provided an e-mail address of and a home phone number of 

 
He was advised by e-mail when sending this document for review that it will not be released to the 
public until the investigation is finished and when published, any personal identifiable information 
(PII) such as cell phone number, e-mail address, address, pilot certificate number, etc., will be 
redacted and not viewable in the released document. 
 
He indicated that he is not a pilot, is not mechanically inclined, and is retired. On the date and time 
of the accident he reported hearing a sudden loud noise he thought was thunder. It sounded like a 
short, very loud “humming thunder with mechanical qualities.” 
 
He was asked by NTSB the following questions – 
 
At the time where was he located? 
He was behind his house (outside) feeding his cats. That location was later determined to be 
35.226980° north latitude and -084.422808° west longitude.1 
 
Was it raining at the time? 
It was not. It started raining shortly afterwards. 
 
 

 
1 Using Google Earth, his location at the time was about 329° and 500 ft from the resting position of the main 

wreckage. 
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NTSB Questions Continued – 
 
Describe the wind at the time? 
It had “kicked up” 
 
How was the wind? 
I wasn’t paying attention at the time to the wind. 
 
How long of time from the sound to the rain starting? 
He estimated 20 to 25 minutes. His neighbors came onto the road to talk. He found it odd that he 
heard the wreckage descending but not the impact. 
 
Did you hear an/the aircraft’s engine? 
He was pretty sure that is the sound that he heard while it was “coming down.” 
 
What was the environmental light conditions at the time? 
It was still sunny. 
 
Did you see the airplane? 
No. Laura across the road said that she saw something flying over the trees behind his house. 
 
What were the clouds like at the time? 
There were clouds to the north moving, but it was “blue sky” above him. He added it was “partly 
cloudy” the best he could recall. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The interview end time was not recorded. 
 
The digest was e-mailed to him for review on May 19, 2023. He replied on May 20, 2023, at 1511 
EDT with comments that were incorporated into the narrative. The FINAL digest was e-mailed to 
him on October 4, 2023. 
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Tony and Robin Chapman were interviewed at their residence of  Reliance, TN 

 on May 10, 2023, at 1219 Eastern Daylight Time. Also present was NTSB investigator 
Joshua Young. Tony provided a cellular phone of while Robin provided a cellular 
phone of 
 
They were advised by e-mail when sending this document for review that it will not be released to 
the public until the investigation is finished and when published, any personal identifiable 
information (PII) such as cell phone number, e-mail address, address, pilot certificate number, etc., 
will be redacted and not viewable in the released document. 
 
They indicated neither are a pilot and neither are mechanically inclined. On the date and time of 
the accident they were outside their house on their porch1 which faces east. The wind was 
“whipping up” and was not normal, describing it as an “odd wind.” They walked out to the 
driveway and heard a “boom” sound. It sounded at first like lightning then sounded like something 
mechanical or metallic. The sound stopped and they discussed agreeing what they heard was not 
thunder. They reported another witness Laura Louden told Chris Chlumsky to go inside due to 
possible falling debris. At the time they (Tony and Robin) were with another individual (Linda) 
who was selling them eggs; that person lives on Finger Board road. They advised that Mr. 
Chlumsky called 911 from his house phone. Afterwards Tony went inside his house and noted the 
internet was not working due to clouds. 
 
They were asked by NTSB the following questions – 
 
Did you hear the aircraft’s engine? 
No. It sounded like continuous rumbling but not thunder. 

 
1 That location was 35.226971° north latitude and -84.424476° west longitude, or 866 ft and 300° from the main 

wreckage. 

 
 
Date: 

 
 
May 19, 2023 

  
Subject: ERA23FA219, Record of Conversation/Interview 
  
Contact: Tony and Robin Chapman 



2 
 
 
 
 
NTSB Questions Continued – 
 
Describe the weather conditions at the time? 
The clouds were rolling in. Robin saw the trees moving in different directions from 168° and 340°2, 
with the gust from 168° being described as “really hard.” 

Did it hail? 
No. It looked like the sky was yellow. There was a really hard rain with big rain drops. 
 
Did you feel a temperature change? 
Yes, it got cool. 
 
Was there any wind before the storm? 
The wind was sudden. When Robin heard thunder she thought they would get a downpour. She 
heard a “boom” sound, thought it was thunder, then heard a continuing sound. The thunder sound 
seemed to get louder. The thunder sound was south of their location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The interview ended at 1231 EDT. 
 
The digest was e-mailed to them for review on May 19, 2023. Mr. Chapman replied the same day 
at 1358 EDT with, “Received, thank you.” The FINAL digest was e-mailed to them on October 4, 
2023. 
 

 
2 She pointed the direction the wind was from and NTSB derived the heading. 
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Mr. Allen was asked the following questions – 
 
What reference material did he use to conduct an inspection of the airframe ballistic parachute 
system at the airplane’s last annual inspection? 
He used a two-page document that was provided by Dr. Meadows (Attachment 1). It was a basic 
inspection guidelines that mostly were visual inspections. 
 
Did you find any discrepancies with the airframe ballistic parachute system? 
No, it was a brand-new unit1. He did make notes on the document provided by Dr. Meadows that 
the “Parachute Due Annual of 2023….” 
 
Were airframe records from Day 1 of airplane manufacture available when you were doing your 
inspections? 
Yes. 
 
Will you provide NTSB a copy of the Work Order and 2 pages of the inspection document used to 
inspect the airframe ballistic parachute system? 
Yes, provide me your address where hard copies can be mailed2. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The call ended at 1024 EST. 
 
The digest was e-mailed to him for review on February 26, 2025. He did not reply. The FINAL 
digest was e-mailed to him on March 4, 2025. 
 

 
1 According to the airframe logbook, on August 24, 2017 the parachute system was reinstalled after 10 year 

repacking by BRS. At that same time the rocket and igniter were replaced. 
2 The address was provided and he mailed the 2 page inspection document as well as the invoce. 





        

    

    
    

    

  

      
    

   

      
    

  

   

      
     

   

      
     

     
     

  

  

    
     

    
     

   
   

  

  
   

    
     

    
  

  

  

  






