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                   RECORD OF CONVERSATION 
Pilot Statement  

 
Lynn Spencer 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation                          
 
Date: August 4, 2022 
Person Contacted: Michael Oppedal (Pilot) 
Contact #  
NTSB Accident Number: ERA22LA348 
 
Narrative: 
 
The following is a summary of a conversation that occurred with the individual named above:  
 
Mr. Oppedal was interviewed by phone on August 4, 2022, at 1430 EDT. He provided a phone number of 

and an e-mail address of  
 
At the beginning of the interview, he was advised that the NTSB is a federal agency mandated by Congress to 
investigate aircraft accidents, and NTSB has no authority to take any action against any individual. He was also 
informed that the purpose of an NTSB investigation is for safety only, and any person NTSB talks with has the 
right to representation; he agreed to the interview without representation. He agreed to having Mr. Tony 
Porterfield, CEO and owner of Rampart Aviation, , , 
participate in the interview.  
 
I asked what the background relationship was with Mr. Crooks, and he responded that he did Mr. Crooks’ training 
and was the pilot in command (PIC) on the accident flight, and that Mr. Crooks was the Second in Command 
(SIC). He stated that the morning of the accident flight, they arrived at Rocky Mount/Wilson at 1030 and they 
prepped the airplane. Once they finished, they looked at performance charts, determined fuel requirements, and 
went to the self-service to fuel the airplane. They then put away ground equipment and went over surveys of the 
airfield they were going to land at (NR20). Mr. Crooks flew the first leg from Rocky Mount/Wilson to NR20, 
during which they requested flight following. Mr. Crooks landed the airplane at NR20. They shut down the 
airplane and talked to the team they were supporting. They re-started the airplane and departed NR20, with Mr. 
Oppedal at the Pilot Flying (PF). They flew the jump run then descended to land at NR20. Upon landing, they 
kept the engines running per customer request and loaded the next group of jumpers. Mr. Crooks flew the next 
jump run and descent back to NR20. They performed all the checklists and entered the traffic pattern midfield 
downwind, and Mr. Oppedal stated that Mr. Crooks was “on heading, altitude and airspeed.” As the airplane 
descended below the tree line, “all of a sudden, the bottom dropped out of the airplane.” He stated that they 
dropped 30 ft and both called a go-around maneuver, which Mr. Crooks executed. During the go-around 
maneuver, the main landing gear impacted the runway surface. They “cleaned up the airplane” and Mr. Crooks 
expressed his apologies and Mr. Oppedal took over the controls at 400 ft. AGL. The people on the ground called 
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them to tell them that their right gear did not retract.  Mr. Oppedal wanted to do a low-pass and have them tell him 
what they saw, so they flew a low pass over the runway at which point the people called them to tell them that 
their right main landing gear (RMLG) had not deployed. They called back to let Mr. Oppedal know that they 
found the RMLG on the airport. Mr. Oppedal directed Mr. Crooks to declare an emergency with Fayetteville 
Approach and divert to RDU. Mr. Crooks was talking to Fayetteville Approach while Mr. Oppedal was speaking 
to the people on the ground.  At some point, he realized that the communications were split and he unsplit them so 
that he could hear the discussion between Mr. Crooks and Approach Control. Approach was asking how many 
people and how much fuel was on board. Approach cleared them via their own navigation to the Raleigh-Durham 
Airport (RDU) and they turned north.  Mr. Oppedal notified operations telephonically and directed Mr. Crooks to 
send a message on Spridertracks, and he and Mr. Crooks continued to answer questions from air traffic control 
(ATC). He directed Mr. Crooks to look through the ENGINE FIRE ON THE GROUND checklist because he 
thought that was the most likely checklist they would need upon landing. They looked up RDU airport and 
weather information and he asked Mr. Crooks to fly while he reviewed the checklist, weather and airport 
information. Then asked Mr. Crooks if he had any question. He did not. When Mr. Oppedal took the controls 
back, Mr. Crooks stated that he felt sick and opened the side window in cockpit. Mr. Oppedal took over 
communications, Mr. Crooks started opening the ramp, Mr. Oppedal asked him he was ok. Mr. Crooks stated he 
needed some air. Mr. Crooks looked at him, said he was sorry, removed his headset and seatbelt and “ran out the 
back of the airplane in a head first dive.” Mr. Oppedal stated that he immediately initiated a turn toward where 
Mr. Crooks exited the airplane and notified ATC what had just occurred. Mr. Oppedal asked ATC if they wanted 
him to orbit over the location where Mr. Crooks exited the aircraft, however, ATC directed him not to turn back 
and to proceed on course to RDU. Once turned over to the tower controller, he was cleared to land, and he 
requested to perform a low approach, and was then “cleared for the option.” He proceeded to fly a low approach 
and then came back around and landed. He attempted to keep the right wing off the ground as long as he could; 
when the right wing dipped, the airplane departed the runway into the grass. 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 
Q: Did all of your days commence out of Rocky Mount-Wilson Regional Airport?  
A:  Yes, that is where the airplane is stored 
 
Q: Did you have additional jumpers waiting to jump at this private airstrip, Raeford Airport (NR20) 
A: We were picking up another group of jumpers when we landed.  We were scheduled for 4 total groups.  There 
were 10 on the first jump then 5 on the second jump.  
 
Q: Who called the go-around maneuver and when? 
A:  They called it simultaneously as soon as they felt the airplane lose lift.  
 
Q: What actions were taken when the Go-Around was commanded and by whom? 
A: Set max power, pull the yoke back. (Mr. Crooks) pulled the yolk back and set max power, adding the max 
power as the airplane impacted the ground. 
 
Q:  Was the airplane in a stalled condition? 
A: No. It is possible it may have been a downdraft.   
 
Q: What kind of shear do you feel you encountered?  
A: It was a sudden drop in altitude.  
 
Q: Did you notice your airspeed?  
A: It was 95 kts before the drop, I don’t know what it was after the drop.  
 
Q: Is there a stall warning system installed on the airplane? 
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A: Yes. It’s an audible horn.   
 
Q: Did you hear the stall warning at any time during this event? 
A: No horn during this event. 
 
Q: Did you get on the controls with Mr. Crooks as the airplane encountered this downdraft/windshear and you 
realized that it was going to contact the runway? 
A:  No 
 
Q: Why not? 
A: It’s not my role.  
 
Q: Mr. Crooks flew thew the go-around maneuver until you took the controls at 400 ft?  
A: Correct. 
 
Q: Were there any other airplanes in the pattern at Raeford during the go-around maneuver? 
A: Negative. 
 
Q: Do you self-announce while operating out of Raeford? 
A: We self-announce on the Drop Zone safety officer’s frequency 
 
Q: Were there any witnesses to the go-around maneuver at Raeford that you are aware of? 
A: I am not.  
 
Q: Was the next group of jumpers waiting for you at the field? 
A: I’m not sure. 
 
Q: Would they typically be waiting there for you? 
A: Sometimes they’re ready, sometimes they’re not.  
 
Q: You stated that you asked the Drop Zone Safety Officer to look at airplane . . . was he on the airfield?  
A: Yes, but not in an area where he would have seen them make the approach. He is always adjacent to the 
runway, but there is a tree line prior to the landing zone where they were, so they could not see. 
 
Q: Did they tell you they couldn’t see it? 
A: I did not hear of anyone seeing the go-around.  
 
Q: Was N497CA equipped with an auto-pilot? If so, was it operable?  
A: No autopilot.   
 
Q: Do the cockpit windows operate? Was there a means for Mr. Crooks to open a cockpit window during the 
flight?   
A:  Yes. A window to his right.  
 
Q: Did he vomit?   
A: Not that I am aware of. 
 
Q: Was the airplane equipped with a lavatory? Bucket? 
A: No.   
 
Q: If one had to use a restroom or throw up, what were the options available to them? 
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A: There is nothing.   
 
Q: I understand that Mr. Crooks indicated that he felt like he was going to be sick, is that correct? 
A: Yes 
 
Q: Did you notice Mr. Crooks perspiring or looking ill? Did he throw up or look like he was ready to throw up? 
A: Not that I remember 
 
Q: Could he have been running to the back due to his nausea? 
A: No. He did a Superman dive out the back of the airplane. 
 
Q: Is there anything to hold on to, if you wanted to lean out to throw up? 
A: There is a bar across the back of the aircraft about 6 ft high that you could hold on to, and the side has a bar to 
hold on to as well.  
 
Q: Could Mr. Crooks have been trying to grab that bar when he fell out? 
A: No. 
 
Q: Were you looking back at Mr. Crooks at all times when he left the cockpit?  
A: Correct 
 
Q:  What did you do immediately after you witnessed Mr. Crooks depart the airplane? 
A: Contact ATC.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The digest was e-mailed to him for review on August 5, 2022. He replied on August 5, 2022, at 1911EDT with 
edits that were incorporated into the narrative. The final digest was e-mailed to him on August 8, 2022.  

 


















