






















Narrative continued from page 11 
 

With the use of "water effect", flight crew member one was able to extend the glide of N1927A 
a considerable distance and plan for a short approach into the selected collection of farm fields 
near the Charlestown, New Hampshire sewage treatment plant. This collection of fields had a 
distinct advantage due to the lack of trees along the Connecticut River. Without the typical 
large trees along the river the approach to landing could be made a lower approach angle and 
provide for a more favorable result.   
 
However, as N1927A approached the selected emergency landing site on a base to final turn 
the aircraft struct unmarked, unseen power lines. This caused N1927A to severely change 
course and direction, resulting in a sudden stop in the Connecticut River. After impact with the 
water, flight crew member one established orientation by grabbing the door post on the right-
hand side of the aircraft. After establishing orientation, the cockpit door was opened. Flight 
crew member one then released the four-point harness and was able to self-extricate through 
the cockpit door. Flight crew member one was then able swim away from the aircraft before 
the cockpit was fully submerged. Impact with the power lines occurred at approximately 10:30 
am EST.   
 
After exiting the aircraft into the Connecticut River, flight crew member one evaluated available 
options for exiting the water. After concluding that the Vermont side of the river appeared to 
be too muddy to exit on foot, flight crew member one began swimming for the Charlestown, 
New Hampshire boat ramp that was approximately 300 yards away on the east side of the river. 
It quickly became apparent to flight crew member one that the clothes being worn were 
weighing him down because of the absorbed water. After shedding the water-logged clothes 
into the river, flight crew member one was able to begin swimming more effectively toward the 
boat ramp. Due to the unknown but detectable injuries to flight crew member one’s back he 
had to alternate between the front crawl stroke and floating on his back in order to make 
effective progress toward the boat ramp.  
 
Approximately 150 yards from shore, flight crew member one observed first responders on the 
bank of the Connecticut River. Flight crew member one was able to alert first responders to his 
presence and they began preparing for a water rope rescue. Roughly 20 feet from shore, flight 
crew member one was able to securely grab the rescue rope and was dragged the remaining 
distance. Flight crew member one was then assisted by first responders and brought by 
ambulance to the Springfield, Vermont hospital for treatment of injuries. Due to injuries flight 
crew member one suffered he was transferred to a trauma center.  
 
Flight crew member one sustained a L1 unstable burst fracture that required major surgery at 
the Boston Medical level 1 adult trauma center.  
 
 




