Inspector Statement for N1294E Accident in Maryville, TN

On May 30, 2022, at approximately 2100 local time, N1294E, a Aeronca, 7AC, serial number 7AC-4855
crashed at coordinates +035.756385* / -083.830545*. This area belongs to the University of Tennessee
Agricultural Department for research. The pilot of the aircraft was Mr. Wayne Anthony Lequire, Private
Pilot certificate number-. There was also a passenger in the aircraft, Mrs.
Both occupants suffered minor injuries.

On May 31, 2022, Inspectors Aaron deVogel and David Lewis traveled to _, Maryville,
TN 37886 to meet with the University of Tennessee Agricultural Property Manager Mr. Tate Walker. The
Inspectors arrived approximately 0930. Mr. Walker led Inspectors deVogel and Lewis to the closest ridge
to the aircraft for a vehicle.

The following pictures and statements were taken either by Inspector deVogel or Inspector Lewis at the
accident site.

Aircraft Final Rest.
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Aircraft heading at final rest.




The following pictures show broken vegetation indicating direction of flight.

Impact marks from right wing.







There was no indication of a fuel smell or fuel leak when approaching the aircraft. Inspector Lewis
removed the fuel cap as soon as we arrived at the aircraft. The fuel cap and the fuel port showed

excessive rust. A fuel sample was not taken due to inaccessibility to gascolator. A wooden stick was
used to check fuel level.







Inspector deVogel opened the right engine cowling to inspect for damage.

A bird’s nest was found on the aft cylinder.
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Firewall damage.




The oil level indicated zero oil.




A wooden stick was used to check the bottom part of the tank. There was little indication of oil.
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The aircraft data tag was mounted on the floor next to the door of the aircraft.
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The airworthiness certificate, registration, weight and balance sheet and particle copies of the type
certificate data sheet were in a pouch in the cargo area of the plane.
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The magneto selector was on both and a fuel selector was down. The fuel lever feels disconnected.
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The aircraft did not have radios
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The tachometer showed 0047.2 Hours




There is a fuel selector valve under the instrument panel by the pilot’s knees. It is not labeled. The valve
was able to be turned 360 degrees.
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The bottom portion of the rudder contacted a piece of wood and was bent to the right.




The right wing tip forward and aft spar are damaged.







Both right and left landing gear were on the right s
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ide of the aircraft.
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Inspector’s deVogel and Lewis left the accident scene on May 31, 2022 at approximately 1122.

Inspector David Lewis contacted the pilot by phone to get an email address for him. Inspector Lewis
emailed Mr. Lequire a Compliance Philosophy brochure, a Privacy Act Notice and a questionnaire. Mr.
Lequire was requested to return the completed and signed documents. Inspector deVogel followed up
the email with a request for the aircraft maintenance records and a plan for removing the aircraft from
the accident scene. Inspector deVogel also released the aircraft to be moved from the accident scene for

both the FAA and under instruction from the NTSB. The release was for removal only.

OnJune 7, 2022, the maintenance records for the aircraft were received by Inspector deVogel.
According to the “Aircraft Log” this aircraft was grounded by the owner at the time due to cracked

cylinders on October 9, 1977.
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The next entry was on April 10, 2002. The aircraft was restored and returned to service at this time.
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The aircraft received Annual Inspections on the following dates.

e October 10, 2003

e April 5, 2005

e December 15, 2008
e February 16, 2011
e November 16,2012
e December 10, 2016
e November2, 2021



The current Annual Inspection was completed on November 2, 2021. Aircraft total time, Tach time 45.5.




The engine log book starts April 6, 2002. This entry documented the overhaul. The original log book is
stated as lost. The engine total time is unknown. Time Since Overhaul is zero (0).
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The engine inspections were documents the same dates as the aircraft annual inspections. The last
engine inspection was on November 2, 2021. Time Since Overhaul 45.5.
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There were no recorded maintenance actions in between inspections in either the engine or airframe
log books.



Inspector deVogel received a letter from Mr. Wayne Lequire in the mail. The letter was a printed copy of
the questions Inspector David Lewis sent him via email with written answers. See attachment one (1).

The following facts were gathered on 6/21/2022 at the owner’s farm,_, Maryville,
TN 37803. Inspector deVogel met Mr. Wayne Lequire by the aircraft. The next paragraph is a summary
of an interview with Mr. Lequire.

The aircraft had been disassembled by the owner and removed from the accident site. He stated that he
hired a farm hand to help him take it apart and used his Kabota utility vehicle to pull the aircraft down
the hill and back up the other side. Mr. Lequire stated he pulled the aircraft from the tail wheel dragging
the engine. Mr. Lequire stated that he added 11 gallons of gas to the aircraft prior to takeoff and
believes there was 1 gallon in the tank prior. The ELT was not installed in the aircraft at the time of the
accident and does not remember if it was ever installed. When Inspector deVogel asked for his pilot
logbooks Mr. Lequire said that he does not know where they are. He believes he can find them though.
He was informed that the FAA must be able to validate his endorsements and flight reviews and is
required to provide them.

Inspector deVogel removed the front cowling. The propeller was previously removed by owner. Initial
visual inspection noted the carburetor was broken at the neck and separated from the engine. It was

attached to the airframe by the carb heat cable and fuel line from the gascolator. The intake box and

fuel line was disconnected from the carburetor. No fuel noted in line.
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Inspector deVogel disassembled the carburetor. The choke plate moved freely. The throttle cable was
broken at the throttle arm on the carburetor.










The float bowl was disassembled. There was a little fuel in the float bowl. Unable to measure quantity.
The float moved freely.
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The fuel screen was removed from the carburetor. The screen was clean of any debris.




The oil tank had ruptured near the neck of the engine.




The gascolator bowl was missing from the aircraft.
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The fuel shutoff on the left side of the cockpit was found disconnected.
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There was a fuel shutoff on the bottom of the fuel tank. After disconnecting the fuel line from the
shutoff valve Inspector deVogel was able to turn the valve. Fuel trickled out and stopped as he rotated
the valve. The valve was able to be turned 360 with ease. The valve was not labeled with on and off
locations. The fabric on the firewall where the fuel line connects to the gascolator was discolored. The

fuel line was properly connected. No cracks were noted on the union between the fuel line and the
gascolator.

/u//// n /)//////Itr/)/// -
My ~
7 Iy Z
». 2
W




AR
¥ 3 {
) NOSNYYY 2)) )\\_







The carb heat cable moved freely after it was disconnected from the intake.







The top spark plugs were removed and inspected. No fowling was noted. Compression was checked by
rotating the crankshaft and placing a thumb of the spark plug hole. Compression checked normal.
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Spark Plugs by és
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The “P” Leads on the magnetos were disconnected. The spark plugs leads were screwed back into the
sparkplugs to their corresponding cylinders and placed on the engine. All spark plugs showed a spark as
the crankshaft was rotated.
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The rocker box covers were removed from all 4 cylinders. The crankshaft was rotated and all valves
moved freely.




The above statements are from notes taken at each location by Inspector Aaron deVogel.





