
 
 

 

Investigator Name: Doug Brazy 

Title: ASI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Polk County Sheriff’s Office:  
 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office Case Number: 2021‐52653: 
Below are the witness information and a synopsis of interviews conducted by PCSO detectives: 
 
Dennis Jackso  

Auburndale, FL 33823 
 

 
Lee Jackson  

Auburndale, FL 33823 
 

 
Dennis and Lee are husband and wife. On this date, Dennis was on his back pool deck and advised he heard and 
observed a plane comping across the lake toward his residence from the North. Dennis advised the plane appeared to 
be flying at a fairly low altitude and the engine was making a sputtering noise. Dennis stated he did not see any smoke, 
flames or other signs of distress. 
 
Dennis stated the plane was coming straight toward the rear of his residence, descending at a steep angle and crashed 
into the lake. Dennis advised that the plane crashed with the front downward and the nose and front of the skids into 
the water. Dennis stated the plane came apart and there was an immediate, explosibe ball of flames and smoke. Dennis 
called for his wife Lee to dial 911 and then went and got his kayak to paddle out to the crash. Dennis stated he observed 
two seats, an orange flotation device and two wheels floating in the water, but no sign of people. 
  

Division: AS -ERA 
 
Date: 

 
 
12/18/21 

  
Subject: ERA22LA090 – N1402C, Auburndale, FL, 12/17/21 
  
 
 
 

Witness Information  
 
 



Mariaelena Steiner,  
 Auburndale, FL 33823 
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She was on her back patio deck when she heard an airplane that sounded like the motor was winding up, 
which didn’t sound normal. She looked and observed a white seaplane heading nose down toward the water. 
She observed the plane hit the water, explode and saw pieces flying about. 

 
Donald Steiner,

 
Auburndale, FL 33823 

 
 

He was outside and heard the same thing as his wife, but he didn’t see the plane going down. When he looked 
he just saw the explosion on the water and heard someone scream; however, his wife was screaming when she 
saw what happened. 
 
(Note that both Mr. and Mrs. Steiner are PCSO Chaplains). 
 
Detectives went to the address registered to the plane – , Winter Haven. Two Toyota 
Four Runners were there, but no one came to the door. They live on Lake Hartridge and what appeared to be 
an airplane parking pad was in the backyard and no plane was there. detectives talked to Spencer Rasnake of 

., who said that Bill and who he believed was “Kathleen” lived at the house and the two 
Four Runners belonged to them. Spencer said he hadn’t seen the couple today and didn’t know what time they 
left in the plane. Spencer asked his wife, but she didn’t see the plane leave either. Spencer described the 
plane as cream or ivory color with a green stripe(s). 
 
Spencer said he believed the couple recently got married. Spencer said it was usually just the couple who flew 
the plane. Spencer said Bill has a son who lives in the Fort Lauderdale area, but he didn’t know his name or 
contact information. 
 
Detectives attempted to talk to someone at  Dr., but no one was home. 

 
 
 
Let me know if there is anything else we can assist you with. 
 

Alex Tan #7908 
Detective 

Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations / Homicide Unit 

Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
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From the Federal Aviation Administration:  

 

 

 

 












