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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
-~ VS.

Defendant(s)

INCIDENT LOCATION: LOCATION OF DEPOSITION:
STATE OF NEW YORK [ OCAL CRIMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WARREN COUNTY OF WARREN
TOWN of QUEENSBURY TOWN of QUEENSBURY

Date Titme Started Full Name:
on| 111192021 |at | 12:12 PM I, | WILLIAM D RAILTON
Date of Birth No. and Street CN State
h I GANSEVOORT NY
State The Following:
My name is William D. Raifton nd I am speaking to Trooper A. Carpenter of the New York State Police in

reference to a plane crash that | was invoived in at the Floyd Bennet Memorial Airport, Town of Queensbury.

At approximately 11:30 am, myself and my passenger Neil Vandorsten I o picted a pre-flight check which
included checking the fuel quantity in both tanks (36 gallons total observed), checked for fuel quality using a fuel sump
strainer and checked oil level (7 quarts observed) with no issues. | then completed a start-up checklist of my 1971 Piper
Arrow PA 28R-200 (Tail #: N2305T) also noting no issues. We then completed our taxi checklist and began our taxi from
Hangar 7 to the hold short lines of runway 30. We then completed our run-up checklist while we stopped and held short in
preparation for take off. Prior to moving from this point. | radioed to Glens Falls traffic to advise m y intention for take off on
runway 30. Prior to entering runway 30, | completed a before take off checkiist and experienced no issues or indications of
any problems.

At approximately 11.55 am | entered runway 30, facing to the West and applied full power and began rolling down the
runway without any indications of any issues. The ajrcraft rotated upward at approximately 60 knots, lifting off the ground
before mid-field and began a climb to the West. At this time, | retracted the landing at the most western end of runway 30
and continued my climb with no issues. At approximately 500 AGL (Above Ground Level) | noticed an immediate decrease
in power and a reduction in engine noise. With this suddesn decrease, | quickly lowered the nose by pushing the yoke
forward in attempt to maintain airspeed. While | lowered the nose, | began a shallow right turn back to the airfield toward the
Northeast in an attemot to find an onen area. | heard several backfires comina from the enaine compartment and stilf had no
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State The Following:

was fulf rich and the prop was full forward. | also confirmed the fuel pump was on and the fuel selector was drawing from the
right side fuel tank.

turned off the master power switch turned the fuel selector from the right position to the off position and turned the ignition
off. Neil pushed the right side plane door Open and we exited the plane over the right wing. We vacated the area the plane
was located to avoid any possible explosion and checked each other out for injuries. | had a cut to my left pointed finger and
Neil had a bump on the right side of his head and stated, "I'm going to need an ambulance.” | called 911 fight away and
State Police responded moments later. This is all of the information | have in reference to this incident
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