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According to a friend of the pilot, he spoke to the pilot/owner on the morning
of the accident. He said the pilot purchased the airplane about five years ago and had
been working on it since then. This was the first flight since he purchased the airplane,
and he planned on staying in the traffic pattern to conduct a few touch-and-go
landings. He went on to say that another passenger/pilot had flown in to fly with the
pilot/owner. When the friend arrived at the airport, he noticed the airplane was not in
the traffic pattern. After a few hours, he became concerned and assumed that the
airplane landed at another airport. Later that evening, the pilot/owner's wife called
the friend to say she had not heard from her spouse. They contacted the local
authorities and reported the airplane missing.



