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To Whom It May Concern,

On 4-16-2022 at approximately 1:10pm, | was parked in front of hangar row T-5
watching planes takeoff and land. | observed a tow-plane and glider begin a
takeoff roll in the grass (runway 25). The glider became airborne first (as they
usually do) however the glider immediately climbed to an abnormal altitude prior
to the tow-plane taking off. | though that was unusual and not consistent with
normal glider take-offs that | had observed in the past. The tow-plane had a
normal takeoff and appeared to intercept the gliders altitude and began the climb
out as normal although still low relative to the ground. As they climbed out and
cleared the tree line (departure end of rwy 25) they were still relatively low (150-
200 feet agl). The glider increased altitude above what would be considered
normal in relation to the tow-plane. As this occurred, they disconnected, and the
tow-plane turned to the right and the glider began a sharp left bank as if to return
to the field. The glider crashed nose low and in heavy vegetation just before the
tree line on the Southwest side of the field.

Feel free to call if you have any questions.

Regards,
William A. Barker
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

Eastern Region — Ashburn, Virginia

Memorandum of Record of Conversation
From: Matthew Starr, witness

To: Leah D. Read, NTSB

Date: April 20, 2022

In a telephone conversation, Mr. Starr stated that he was a contract pilot for the jump school
based at HEG. He said he has been flying for over 10 years. On the day of the accident, Mr. Starr
said he was operating his Cessna 182 directly over the airport and had just dropped off jumpers
from an altitude of about 10,000 ft above ground level (agl). As he was descending through
9,000 ft agl while monitoring the airport’s UNICOM frequency, he could see the tow plane and
glider taking off. Mr. Starr said his airplane was equipped with a clear door and he was looking
directly down on the two aircraft had a “bird’s eye view” of the entire accident.

Mr. Starr said that he saw the tow plane and a glider practicing emergency tow breaks on
takeoff earlier that day, and he thought that was what they were still practicing. He heard the
tow plane pilot and the glider pilot do a radio check before takeoff.

Mr. Starr said that as the glider became airborne it pitched up about 30 to 40 degrees, and he
could clearly see the nose of the glider. Mr. Starr said it appeared that the glider stalled and
nosed over before it entered a secondary stall and pitched up again. He heard the glider pilot
yelling at the tow pilot to “take it easy...something is not right” (or something to that affect)
followed by the sound of the “release” mechanism. The glider then made a left “knife-edge”
turn at a low altitude, about 200 ft. The glider continued in a descending left-hand turn and the
left wing impacted the ground first and the tail section separated. The pilot said right before
the glider hit the ground, the glider pilot said something to the affect that he was “going down."

Mr. Starr described the weather at the time of the accident as wind variable, hot and humid.
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