WITNESS INFORMATION AND STATEMENTS

Name: Alan Stayton

pddress: |

Sevierville, Tennessee 37862

Phone No. |G Age:
Email:
Signed Statement Taken: X  Yes No
Name: Zack Butler
Address: |G
Sevierville, Tennessee 37862
Phone No. Age:
Email:
Written Statement Taken: X  Yes No
Name: James Garst
Address: |G
Sevierville, Tennessee 37862
Phone No. || Age:
Email:
Signed Statement Taken: X  Yes No
Name:
Address:
Phone No. Age:
Email:
Signed Statement Taken: Yes No
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Alan Slayton Statement
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Zack Butler Statement
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Sevier County Choppers INC

Sevierville, TN 37862

To Whom It May Concern, 3 Jan 2022

The pilot who picked up N544SC came in Wednesday morning to pick up the aircraft. He was in
our facility when 1 arrived around 9AM. | said hello and went about my work since | had to leave around
12:30 for a root canal in Knoxville at 2PM.

He had looked over all the aircraft books and had done an acceptance flight in the traffic pattern
when the weather was low but acceptable for a traffic pattern. He told me he was taking it back to Utah
and | mention the bad weather and | invited him into my office to discuss that. He told me what he had
planned for a route based on the current weather in the area which had gone down since he flew
earlier. He was planning on going a little north at first and then west towards Oklahoma. | didn’t look at
the weather as | was trying to head to my dental appointment but | looked him in the eye and told him
to always fall on the side of safety first and he insured me he would.

It wasn’t until after 3PM when | heard he had gone down. | also learned from my son, Jimmy
Garst, that he had changed his mind and wanted to go to North Carolina.

The weather that day would have never allowed a helicopter without full IFR capabilities to get
to where he wanted to go. Several people told me they advised him not try it but my son said he left

anyway.

I wish | could help you more but this is all | did with him that morning.

James H. Garst
Owner

Sevier County Choppers INC
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