
     
 

 
 

     
 

    
 

     
 

   
 

    
   

 
  

  
 

       
 

    
   

      
    

    
  

    
    

  
 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Douglass Brazy 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation October 14, 2021 

Subject: N637HP, Robinson R44-II, 10/10/21, Cornwall, New York, ERA22FA010 

Record of Conversation – Witness – Guy Inbar 

On October 14, 2021, Mr. Inbar provided the following information via telephone and email: 

Mr. Inbar was hiking at the time of his observation. He was at an overlook near the highest 
elevation point of the trail, which he marked on the attached map. 

[That location is approximately: 
N 41.430314 
W 73.995205 
The accident site was about ½ mile southeast of his location.] 

Mr. Inbar, who was previously in the Israeli air force and familiar with aviation, reported that he 
first heard a loud noise which he believed to be from the helicopter’s engine that drew his 
attention to the helicopter. When he looked to his left, he saw the helicopter in a nose down 
attitude (nearly 90°), at a high speed, descending nearly straight down. His view was of the right 
side of the helicopter. He observed the helicopter for about 5 seconds, before it was obscured by a 
tree line. The helicopter’s nose down attitude, high speed and nearly vertical decent remained 
relatively constant throughout his observation. The loud noise also persisted throughout his 
observation. Shortly after the helicopter was obscured by the tree line, he heard an impact sound. 
He saw no smoke or fire. 

<end> 

Attachments: 
Trail map annotated by Mr. Inbar 
New York State Police Deposition 







 
 

 
     

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
  

   
     

    
 

   
  

 
       

 
      

      
  

 
      

       
       

    
    

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 

Douglass Brazy 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation October 15, 2021 

Subject: N637HP, Robinson R44-II, 10/10/21, Cornwall, New York, ERA22FA010 

Record of Conversation – Witness – Victor Hoyt 

On October 15, 2021, Mr. Hoyt provided the following information via telephone: 

Mr. Hoyt works at the United Stated Military Academy, located about 3 miles southeast of the 
accident site, and is familiar with hearing helicopter sounds. At the time of the accident, he was 
hiking in the Storm King State Park, and was located at the parking area on route 218, at the head 
of the “white” [Stillman Spring] and “blue” [Howell] trails. 

[That location is approximately: 
N 41.426034 
W 73.983934 
The accident site was about 0.1 mile northwest of his location.] 

Mr. Hoyt reported that the visibility was “clear”, the clouds were higher than the mountain peaks, 
there was no fog over the river, and he could see the river clearly from his location on the hiking 
trail. 

Mr. Hoyt reported that he first heard the helicopter engine “falter and then die.” He could not see 
the helicopter due to the tree canopy. One to two seconds later, he heard a “swishing sound” 
which he attributed to the helicopter “spinning” or being “out of control”. Shortly thereafter, he 
heard a series of loud noises that he described as “backfires, at machine gun speed” for about two 
seconds, which he surmised was “the engine catching and the rotors slapping” and then the 
sounds stopped. 

<end> 

Attachments: 
Initial email sent by Mr. Hoyt. 







 

Figure 1 - Witness Locations 

Helicopter Track 




