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16. POWER PLANT MAKE/MODEL/SERIES

LYCOMING I0360 SER A&C  

33. NARRATIVE

ON 9/3/2021 N388RV, AN RV8, A HOMEBUILD EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT, TOOK OFF

FROM KLNA TO KIMM FOR THE PURPOSE OF REFUELING. THE WEATHER CONDITION WAS

2500 FT. SCATTERED CLOUDS.

THE FLIGHT WAS SCHEDULED FOR 30 MINUTES WITH A FUEL BURN OF 4-5 GALLONS.

THE PILOT COULD NOT DIPSTICK THE LEVEL OF THE FUEL SINCE IT WAS A

TAILWHEEL AIRCRAFT AND THE FUEL WAS IN THE LOWER PART OF THE TANK DUE TO

THE ANGLE OF THE WING. PILOT ESTIMATED 9-10 GALLONS REMAINING IN THE

TANK. THE TANK HOLDS 21 GALLONS, EACH SIDE..

PILOT DEPARTED VFR FROM KLNA AT ABOUT 11: 20AM  FOR KIMM. AS HE PROCEEDED

WESTBOUND HE NOTICED RAIN CELLS WERE BUILDING IN GREAT INTENSITY IN HIS

DIRECTION SO HE CHANGED COURSE TO THE SOUTHWEST TO AVOID THE RAIN. PILOT

DECIDED TO RETURN TO KLNA. ON THE WAY BACK THE ENGINE STARTED TO SPUTTER,

PILOT TURNED ON THE ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP, SWITCHED TANKS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT

BUT AFTER A WHILE, THE ENGINE SPUTTERED AGAIN SO HE PREPARED FOR AN OFF-

AIRPORT LANDING. KNOWING THAT MOST HIGHWAYS HAVE WIRES ACROSS HE DECIDED

TO USE A HORSE RACETRACK AS  LANDING ZONE. AS HE APPROACHED THE TRACK HE

SELECTED 10 DEGREES OF FLAPS TO EXTEND HIS GLIDING DISTANT BUT HE

EXPERIENCED A SIGNIFICANT SINK RATE INSTEAD THEREFORE HE  WAS UNABLE TO

CLEAR THE RAILING OF THE TRACK AND CRASHED THE AIRPLANE.

PILOT TURNED ALL SWITCHES OFF AND EXITED THE AIRCRAFT UNHURT. HE WAS THE

ONLY OCCUPANT ON BOARD.
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