








Inspector Statement 

Aircraft: N3090U 

On Monday, August 6, 2021 at approximately 1410 EST, I was notified by my FLM of a non-fatal aircraft 
accident in Waxhaw, NC.  The accident involved a Cessna 172E carrying 1 pilot and 2 passengers.  The 
pilot was reportedly uninjured but both passengers sustained minor injuries.  I arrived on scene at 1600 
the same day (EMS had come and gone by that time) and observed the following: 

Tire marks on an off airport property gravel driveway, and grassy area that appeared to be headed for 
an opening in the wooded area.  

The aircraft’s right wing tip was located on the ground and was the farthest back from the fuselage. 

The aircraft’s left wing tip was stuck in a tree. 

The left wing contacted a different tree which removed a section of the wing. 

The left side of the horizontal stabilizer and elevator were subsequently torn from the fuselage. 

Small aircraft parts were scattered along the way leading up to aircraft. 

Nose landing gear suffered impact damage. 

The aircraft came to rest in a nose down, inverted position leaning against a tree, and supported by its 
right wing.  Its final resting place was estimated to be 200 yards from touchdown point. 

Additional observations: 

The cockpit window, aircraft equipment, and personal items were on the ground near the front of the 
plane.   

Fuel leakage was minimal and initially contained by a small inflatable pool.  A funnel and gas can were 
added to the containment efforts to catch the avgas dripping out of the right wing closed gas cap. 

Tailboom buckled. 

Flight control cables were broken and parted.  

Engine mounts were broken and the engine had shifted within the engine compartment. 

One propeller blade was visible and did not appear to be damaged. However, once the aircraft was 
righted, the other propeller blade was bent aft. 

Gascolator housing was loose.  

Impact damage to both wings and engine cowling 

 

 

Michael Guidice 
FAAIIC 



Page 1 of 1 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: September 14, 2021 
Subject: Information Provided by Glenn Grubb – JAARS, International Director of 
Safety NTSB Case Number: ERA21LA313 

According to Mr. Grubb: 

- JAARS was hosting the Brigade Air flight camp at their airfield (N52) when the Wings
over Waxhaw (WOW) Cessna 172 experienced an off-airport landing. While not an
official JAARS activity, JAARS was heavily involved in all aspects (management,
maintenance, flight) of the flight camp.

- He assisted Inspector Michael Guidice (FAA) with his onsite investigation, and also
conducted some interviews and conducted an examination of the performance numbers
and compared that to the actual flight of the accident.

During an interview with Mr. Reed (the pilot): he received the following information: 

- There were two hard-abort points designated in the briefing for the event, one for each
runway. The pilot confused the abort points and used the one defined for runway 22
while departing from runway 04. The briefing was in bulletized form followed by a
verbal description.

- The aircraft was airborne by the (incorrect) abort point when the pilot realized that the
climb performance was not going clear the distant tree line.



Page 1 of 1 
 

 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD  

Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region  
 
Date: September 15, 2021 
Subject: Information Provided by Rachael Stoner – President of Wings Over Waxhaw 
NTSB Case Number: ERA21LA313 
 
 
Ms. Stoner provided the following information: 
 
 

- N3090U was being flown for the Brigade Air Camp at JAARS, Inc. The accident flight 
was the third flight in that aircraft for the camp. The use of the aircraft was donated to 
JAARS, for the purpose of the camp. JAARS pays for the fuel for all of the aircraft being 
flown for the camp.  

  
- JAARS partners with Brigade Air to offer a Christian youth mentoring curriculum and 

mission aviation camp program with the goal of encouraging young people to seriously 
consider God’s calling on their lives to serve in missionary aviation. Wings Over 
Waxhaw Flying Club, Inc. was participating as a volunteer aircraft owner, providing a 
club pilot (Tim Reed) access to the airplane for the week of August 2-6, 2021.  

 
 
 
 











  

          
    

            

  

  

       

 

  

 

               

     

          

                

              

                

            

                

    

     

   

   

         



  

          
   

            

  

    

   

 

  

 

            

               

                

                

            

                 

                

                 

               

                

                

             

    

     

   

   

         



  

          
   

            

  

    

  

     
 

  

 

     

               

       

             

              

 

              

                

    

              

             

          

                

               

           
     

   

   

         




