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“FLIGHT CREWMEMBER 1” INFORMATION
“Flight Crewmember 1 Responsibilities at the Time of Accident/Tucident

@Piot  OCo-Pilot  OStudentPilot ~ OFlight Instructor ~ OCheck Pilot O Flight Engincer O Other Flight Crew
“Flight Crewmember 1” was pilot flying  RYes [ No

“Flight Crewmember 1” Identification

First Name: Dev JJ} City of Residence: Kok MHill
Middle Initial: suie:. G z>: 29730
* Last Name: Sperc ; ws A
7 . ) .
Age at time of Accident/Incident: ___S i Date of Birth: mm/dd/yyyy
Certificate Number:
Degree of Injury Seat Occupied Restraint Type Inflatable Restraints
@ None O Fatal @ Left @ Front O Unknown .
: ; Available Used
o) Mn.xor © Unknown QO Right O R.ear O Nort “ £3T¥ong, )&Not Installed
o Serious L Q© Center O Single OLap only OLap only 0 Installed
Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) O 3-point Q 3-point O got 11362:]0yed
[ None OFlightInstructor ~ RCommercial ~ [1 US Military W0 poln @ ¢ ot L Deploy
A B R . o S.pon\t 0 5—p0|nt D Unknown
[ Private [J Recreatianal [ Atcline Traneport [ Foreign Ykiioim
[ Student O Sport [ Flight Engineer O Unkaown K mn
Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medical
Q Pilot O None OClass 3 QO Without limitations/waivers (O Unknown . i}
@ Other O Class 1 O Driver’s License (Sport Pilotonly) | @ With limitations/waivers ON/A Q%%&d 20
O Unknown ® Class 2 QO Unknown O Special Issuance min/ddjyyyy

Medical Certificate Limitations )
Must wear Correctjve [enges

Medical Certificate Special Issuance

Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Aircraft

or Equivalent, Including :

FAR 121/135 Checks: &1 ) 2Q f2020| Make: B eoehe ratt i
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Airplane Rating(s) Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s)

(Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Chectk: all that apply) (Check all that apply)

[ None [ None [ None [ None [J Instrument Airplane
Single-Engine I and [ Airship y irplanc 1 Airplanc Single-Engine O Tustrument Helicopter
Single-Engine Sea [1 Balloon [ Helicopter [ Airplanc Multi-Engine [ Helicopter

[ Multicngine Land [ Glider [ Powered Lift [ Gyroplane [ Glider

[ Multiengine Sea O Gyroplane [ Powered Lift [ Sport

[ Helicopter
[ Powered Lift

Type Ratings Student Endorsements (Include dates)

. . ; Airplane § Instrument
Flight Time (Enter appropriate All This Make Single Airplane Lighter
number of hours in each hox) Aircraft & Model Engine Multiengine Night Actual | Simulated | Rotorcraft Glider Than Air
Total Time ’927 | 690 | 438F . m . i | 879 So.6
Pilot in Command (PIC) /263 LOO L. 70 17 & 27494 so0.6

Time as Instructor
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Last 90 Days JO.8 | /6.8 /08 O
Last 30 Days 5: 1 S b .9 o k ]
Last 24 Hours 3 o) : 3 O '
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l RECOMMENDATION (How could this accident/incident have been prevented?)
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N44DB description of flight and nose gear incident

3 messayes

David Sperr | NG Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 10:39 AM
To: Erin Egan

Flight was a Friday morning, July 30. | had arrived the evening before from my home base of Rock Hill , Falls Landing
(55SC) to Johnston Co Airport at Smithfield, NC (JNX) with no issues. Airplane was topped-off for 4 + hours of fuel and
my sister joined me and we departed at 0800 from JNX for BVY northeast of Boston. Fuel stop was to be at N51,
Soldberg airport. | had called the day before to make sure they had fuel available and that no problems were at the
airfield. | was informed fuel was available and that they were cleaning up from an air balloon festival but that they would
be finished with that and the airfield open by 0900.

My flight north was with clear weather and light winds. | weather briefed via aviationweather.gov and IFly software and
climbed to 5500' and was on Washington Center for flight following. | lost radio contact with Washington just north of DC
and radioed Philadelphia Approach which was expecting me to call. | inquired about their reading my transponder and
they stated they had me on radar with no problems and offered a direct route to N51 which would give a short-cut from
the original path via Harmor intersection, NW of Philly. | accepted and was cleared into Class B. Scattered clouds were
starting to build at my altitude and | requested lower to 5,000',, then 4500', then 3500', and finally to 2,000" where it was
totally cloud free. Visibility was close to 10 miles. The wind had picked up from the NW around 15 kts. Radar service
was terminated 5 miles from N51 and | called on the Unicom frequency giving my position and requesting airport
information. No one responded. | sighted the field and called in 2 more times, and then just began giving position reports
as normal. | descended to 1000' at pattern altitude and entered a left downwind for runway 22.

There was no traffic in sight or on the radio. | called downwind and base leg slowing down and put down the gear once
below 120 mph and could hear the gear come down and sighted the green light on the instrument panel. | putin 20
degrees of flaps and turned to final in clear view ©f the-runway. 1Slowed to 70 and went to full flaps. | pulled throttle back
as | began to flare at 60 and could feel the mains touch down. The nose came down like normal but kept going down with
a sudden bang as the prop hit and the plane slid down the runway. | reached down, turning the fuel off and ignition switch
off as my sister screamed from the back seat. | calmly told her it was ok and we slid off the runway to the left as | guided
the plane via rudder pedals and brakes to clear the runway. We ended up nose down in the grass mostly clear of the
runway. | turned the power off and told my sister to evacuate the plane now. | opened the right side door and pushed the
copilot seat back forward and helped to guide her on top of the wing. It was a little high for her as she is 70 years of age
and | told her to sit down and slide off the flap to the ground. | grabbed the key and my flight bag and did the same.
Several people came to the plane either running or via a golf cart in less than a minute. There was no fuel or oil leakage.
There was no smoke or fire.

We were not injured and we were asked if we were OK, and we were. Our attention turned to removal of the plane to
completely clear the runway and then to get it to the ramp. The plane was stable on the main gear and was chocked. A
skid steer was driven by airport maintenance to the plane where we lifted the plane's nose using the forklift on the bent
prop blades gently allowing the nose gear doors to be pried open with a pry bar and the nose gear pulled dowfi into
place. A lot of dirt had to be scooped away to do this as the nose bowl was puhed in and the nose gear doors pushed
into the gear well. The plane was leveled with the forks and one of the line staff drove and got some hose clamps that
were used to clamp the prybar to the nose gear down links so they would stay locked into place for towing. | specifically
looked at the nose gear forward actuator rod end to see if it had failed since this has been historically a weak spot and
often contributes to nose gear failures. | noted that it was all intact and not the cause of failure. There was not spring
tension on the gear so | assumed the other end of the actuator rod must be where the problem was at.

The plane was towed to a community hangar and the maintenance service gave me their business card and the plane
was secured. | did not further remove the seats and inspection panels to investigate the nose gear but left it as is and
went to the office and notified the Allentown FSDO FAA of the incident. | left a message as instructed and was called
back by Safety Inspector Harry Suitas_ who took my statement, and was assured there were no injuries
and the aircraft was clear of the runway and only damage was to the plane. | then contacted the insurance company to
inform them of what happened.

The line crew drove up and down the runway to look for FOD and brought me a few aluminum slivers from the nose and
stated there was a small chunk in the runway where the prop had hit, but | was informed that the runway was scheduled
to be repaved next month and no big deal. Planes were already landing and taking off as normal. The nose gear failure
occurred at 10:40 am July 30. The plane still had an hour plus of fuel on board. The airplane key was given to Susan
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Solberg-Hunterdon who is the airport owner and she took me and my sister to the local train station to continue my
journey to the Boston area.

I called back an hour later to ask the line service (Matt) to retrieve my Bose A20 headset and IPad out of the plane and
give them to Susan for safe keeping. They also got my credit card info for hangar expenses.

AS an A&P and IA, my quigk agsegsment of &y obvious damage was the following:
-Prop is badly bent and internally hub is broken as blades easily rotated by hand
- Engine will require sudden stoppage inspection, The prop strike was at idle power
- Front nose bow! has severe damage and will need replaced
- Both nose gear doors and hinges are scraped and bent up
- Nose gear tunnel bottom stringers and rivets badly scraped down
-Internal damage to gear well

Pictures taken and sent to Erin Egan along with pilot log, certificates and aircraft log info.
On field aircraft maintenance is Adventures Aviation with Ryan McFadden contact at ||

Sincerely,

David F. Sperr

Rock Hill, SC 29730

pavid sperr [ NG Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:15 PM
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Please type or print in ink)

Use this space 11 additionzl space 1s needed tor any answers.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE

Date of this Report | Name of PW

og IZO % Z 1621} Signature: |
sy —or— [JCheck here to electronically sign this document

If a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report

Name: Title:
Signature:
—or-—  []Check here to electronically sign this document
FOR NTSB USE ONLY
NTSB Accident/Incident No. Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office Name of Investigator Date Report Received
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