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To Whom It May Concern:

Inspector arrived at Solberg Airport (N51) during the morning of August 2, 2021 for the
investigation into the 07/30/2021 accident involving N44DB, a Beechcraft (Textron) K35
fixed-wing aircraft. Upon arrival, the aircraft was found stored inside the main airport hangar,
where it was towed following the accident. Due to the substantial damage noted below, this
has been classified as an accident by the airworthiness inspector. There were no reported
injuries. Eastern ROC and NTSB (Todd Gunther) have been notified.

A continuity check of the primary flights controls determined that the flight control systems
were all intact and maintained continuity between the cockpit controls and primary flight
controls (elevator, aileron, and rudder). All engine controls were determined to be intact and
functioning as well.

The aircraft brake system was visibly inspected and functionally checked, and found to be in a
satisfactory condition.

Investigation was continued through direct inspection of the remainder of the accident aircraft.
In accordance with FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 7, Chapter 1, Section 1, and FAA Order
8020.11D, aircraft sustained substantial damage during the event, elevating this to an accident.
Inspection of accident aircraft noted damage to, but not limited to, the following:

1. Left and right nose landing gear doors

2. Left and right lower engine cowl skins (primary structure)

3. Nose cowl skin

4. Engine experienced sudden-stoppage indicated by slash marks in accident path,
and tip erosion and damage to propeller

There was one witness, Mr. Ryan McFadden, who identified himself as the Chief Inspector for
the airport’s maintenance facility. During interview, Mr. McFadden stated that he heard the
landing, but did not see the aircraft come to rest. He stated that he heard the normal
“chirp/chirp” of the main tires touching down, followed by the scraping sound of the nose
coming to rest on the runway. He looked outside to see the aircraft rolling with the tail up, but
his view was blocked where it came to rest. He stated that he assisted with removal of the
aircraft from the runway, and when the nose was lifted, the over-center link on the nose
landing gear did not appear to be locking in place.



Investigation at the scene revealed tire marks, but not skid marks, and scraping from the
aircraft nose cowl, exiting the runway at approximately a 15 degree angle from centerline
approximately 400 feet from the first propeller slash mark when the nose landing gear
collapsed.

Investigation of the aircraft revealed nose landing gear reinforced in the extend position by a
pry-bar clamped to the over-center mechanism. The retract push/pull tube rod-end at the idler
arm forward of the aft nose landing hear bay bulkhead was found broken and detached from
the idler arm. The surround structure and doubler was also found damaged.

Sincerely,

Gary L. Brown
Aviation Safety
Principal Maintenance Inspector



