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On June 29, 2021, at approximately 1140 eastern standard time, N601MX, a Zodiac CH601XL, was
involved in an accident with two people on board at coordinates 33°58’39” North and 83°39'26” West,
while conducting a Part 91 flight when attempting to land at the Barrow County Airport (WDR). As a
result of the accident, the pilot and passenger received minor injuries and the airplane received
substantial damage. The weather at the time of the accident were visual meteorological conditions with
a visibility of 10 statute miles and 15 knot winds from the west.

According to a statement from the pilot, he was flying with another licensed pilot (the passenger) who
was building the same aircraft as N601MX. The pilot had taken the passenger flying so he could see how
that type of airplane flew. They had flown up at altitude for a while letting the passenger see how the
airplane responded. They then returned to WDR. Initially the passenger was flying and had entered left
downwind to Runway 31 intending only to do a low approach down the runway. As they turned to final
the airplane began a rapid descent. The pilot then took control of the aircraft from the passenger and
attempted to add full power to do a go around, but was not able to arrest the high rate of descent. As
the pilot tried to climb, he initially hit a lead in light to the runway, then came across the roof of a self-
storage building and finally came to rest upside down in the gravel parking lot of the self-storage facility
located next to the runway lights and just off the airport property. They were able to extricate ourselves
before the fire department and paramedics arrived.



