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                   MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
Pilot Statement  

 
Lynn Spencer 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation                          
 
Date: March 8, 2021 
Person Contacted: Sergey Goncharov (Pilot) 
Contact #  
NTSB Accident Number: ERA21LA147 
 
Narrative: 
 
The following is a summary of a conversation that occurred with the individual named above:  
 
Mr. Goncharov was contacted by phone on March 8, 2021, at 1600 EST. He was called at . He 
provided an e-mail address of  
 
Mr. Goncharov stated that he was a flight instructor and was going to North Carolina to pick up another employee 
of his company (Beta Technologies), who he was bringing back up to Vermont; however, it was not a business or 
an instructional flight.  He filed an IFR flight plan and stated that it was lovely weather. He departed and levelled 
off at his cruise altitude of 10,000 ft MSL and “everything was normal.” He stated that the first indication that 
something was not right was a “hum” that he started to hear. He started to investigate the sound, which eventually 
became a loud “buzzing noise.” He stated that the engine gauges were all green and the yellow gear transition 
light was not illuminated. He could not get the noise to go away and he started to smell electrical fumes.  He 
decided to divert and land, started his descent, noticed smoke in the cabin, and informed the air traffic controller. 
He selected Fulton County Airport (NY0) as the nearest suitable airport. Upon reaching about 3,000 ft MSL, he 
lowered the landing gear and selected approach flaps. He stated that he could heard the hydraulic pump run and 
on downwind, he performed his “GUMPS check” and turned to final approach for runway 28. He visually verified 
that gear was down but did not check to see that the gear status light was green. When he touched down, the main 
landing gear folded underneath the airplane. He stated that the hydraulic pump had failed.  I asked him how he 
knew this and he stated that on March 5, he and Luke Randall, an A& P mechanic from his company did a walk-
around to assess the damage to the airplane, and they noted that a hose near the hydraulic pump was partially 
melted, as was other plastic around the hydraulic pump. They proceeded to remove some of the melted plastic and 
the hydraulic pump.  He also noted that the circuit breaker for the hydraulic pumped had popped. I informed Mr. 
Goncharov that the NTSB had not yet examined or released the airplane and that his actions were contrary to 
regulation and his responsibility to preserve wreckage. I requested that Mr. Goncharov send photos of the 
hydraulic pump and advised him that I would be back in touch with him and that under no circumstances should 
he touch the airplane or hydraulic pump.  








