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• He pulled carburetor heat as a last ditch effort; however, power was not restored. 
• They made the decision to go straight ahead into the tree canopy, making sure to maintain airspeed at 70-80 

KIAS. 
• The treetops slowed them down and then they descended nose-first and crashed through branches as they 

approached the ground.  
• He received small cuts and bruises and Katrina was admitted to the hospital for observation since she was 7 

months pregnant.  
 
 
 
 
 
On February 22 and 23, I followed up to this conversation with questions for Dr. Coty, to which he responded via 
email: 
 
Q: When you refer to the belly drain, are you referring to the fuel strainer drain at the engine? 
A: Exactly, the small metal tube underneath the engine which, when one pulls the black knob in the engine 
compartment, will drain any water from the lowest segment of the fuel system. 
 
Q: How long after you rocked the wings did you sump the fuel? 
A: About 30 seconds, then drained from both sumps and the belly. 
 
Q: When did you last fuel your airplane before this flight? 
A: Immediately before the flight, there at KVKX.  There is a system there for unique member cards and David 
Wartofsky can validate that I bought about 10 gallons which filled it from the previous flight. 
 
Q: Could you tell me when you had the fuel cap seals replaced? 
A: The log entries are turned over to FAA already.  I can't give you the exact dates, and in truth I did look but 
couldn't find that particular log entry in the book.  You might find it.  However, I do know that those gaskets were 
replaced (I inspected the gaskets and saw they were new) and I was invoiced for the work and I already did pay 
for the work.  There will be records for all of that if it comes down to it.  It is possible that Tim Poole, my A/P 
printed out a sticky label and I misplaced it, or possible that I overlooked the entry on my last examination. 
 
Q: When you noted that the right wing sump did not drain as freely as the left, was this a new issue, or was this 
normal for your airplane? 
A: It has happened before in the past few months on cold days.  Fuel dribbled, rather than streamed out of the 
right wing sump, when the probe was inserted.  It also seemed the probe could not be as fully inserted into the 
sump drainage valve.  However, fuel did not continue to dribble after the sump was withdrawn, so I had no 
worries about losing fuel enroute.  I had presumed the sump valve was mechanically dysfunctional on its own but 
in retrospect, do wonder if ice obstructed valve operation and fuel flow, rather than innate mechanical obstruction. 
 
Q: Did the 10 gallons go equally into both tanks or do you know how many gallons each tank received?  
A: Honestly, I do not remember how much went in each one. But I do remember that it is always my custom to 
fill both tanks, and I did that.   
 
Q: Before the accident flight, how many days had the airplane been on the ramp with less than full tanks since 
you last flew? 
A:  I flew in the 150 on 2/6 2.3hrs and on 2/10 1.7hrs then didn't fly again until the crash date. 
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Q: When you briefed your instructor on your preflight inspection, did you happen to mention the behavior of the 
right wing sump in addition to the water found in the belly sump? 
A:  I believe I did mention it on the ground. When the engine “hiccupped”, the first sign of engine malfunction 10 
miles out from 2W5, she immediately brought it up as a potential reason and I agreed it was possible. We also 
agreed that carb icing was also possible, she pulled the carb heat and as noted previously, I detected a subtle 
improvement in a subtle engine roughness. Post hiccup and before the go around, if engine performance was 
limited that limitation was subtle. For example, we were able to climb 1500’. 
 
Q: Can you also tell me exactly when your instructor took over the controls to fly the airplane? 
A: She took over on right downwind into Rwy 20 just before reaching the numbers.  We didn't do the formal my 
controls/your controls/my controls, but we talked about her taking it into the slip and there was never any 
confusion that it was "her plane".  The slip was aggressive and begun coincident with the 180 turn and the desired 
rapid loss of altitude, but in retrospect was likely initiated too early, as evidenced by the high speed at midfield.  
Again, flaps were not deployed. 
  
 





 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




