












































Flight of N8428J Feb 17, 2021 

 

N8428J is a Cessna 150 (C150) owned since June 2016 by Timothy Cote and intended as a trainer for 
himself to become a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) and to teach aviation to teenagers.  Timothy Cote 
employed Ms. Katrina Emery CFI to aid his preparation for the flight instructor rating.  Timothy Cote is 
an instrument rated Commercial pilot with 838.5hr of flight time, of which only 21.9hrs are in the C150.  
Most of Cote’s C150 hours (15.3) were accrued since the beginning of 2021, and the vast majority of 
these were accrued with Ms. Emery.   

 

Prior to the events of Feb 17, the single most persistent sqwak in the plane was the repeated 
accumulation of water in the right wing.  Mr Cote reported this to his A/P, Mr. Timothy Poole on the 
field at KVKX where the plane is based on a tie down, and Mr. Pool advised replacing the tank fill cap 
gaskets, which he did several weeks prior to Feb 17.  Mr. Cote scrupulously summped both tanks and 
the belly drain from the plane before each flight, and regularly rocked the wings to disrupt any water 
that might pool behind any wrinkle in either bladder tank.  Subsequent to the gasket replacement, 
water was still sometimes found from the right tank or the belly drain however, it was relatively easy to 
clear this with repeated sumps.   

 

On the morning of Feb 17 Mr Cote filled gas on both sides and summped both tanks and the belly drain--
-the left tank had fuel only, the right tank had fuel only but dribbled slowly.  At the belly drain, half the 
first tube was filled with water, however this disappeared and was fuel only in subsequent tube samples 
taken after 20sec of drainage.  The wings were rocked, all drainage ports were retested and found to 
have only fuel without water contamination.  Ms Emery was advised.  The engine had 5 quarts of oil, 
above the minimum 4 quarts required.  Other preflight operations were unremarkable. 

 

Cote and Emery departed from KVKX, Cote in right seat, Emery in left.  The first 60-90min of the flight 
were a collection of manuevers in preparation for Cote’s upcoming CFI checkride: Lazy 8s, turns around 
rectangles and around a point and Chandelles.  At the conclusion of the last Chandelle, the engine 
sputtered in a way both pilots agreed was worrisome; indeed Emery mentioned that she’d never heard 
anything like that.  However, the engine seemed to return to mostly normal, perhaps with a little 
underlying roughness.  Mixture was full in the entire flight.  Pilots agreed we should get to 2W5 airport, 
about 10nm away, but first ought gain some altitude as a precautionary measure, even asking for a 
Bravo clearance for same.  ATC was contacted, no emergency was declared however permission was 
granted for a climb from 2500 to 4500 MSL. 

 

With Cote at the controls we climbed to 4000’ MSL on a heading of 340 direct to 2W5.  Emery pulled 
carb heat and Cote agreed that was a good idea, the next several minuets in transit to 2W5 might have 
seen a small improvement in underlying roughness but it was a subtle change if any.  Aircraft performed 
acceptably in the climb. 



 

Upon arrival to 2W5 near the 02 runway at 4000’, Cote lowered throttle rpm to 1500 and began a right-
turning shallow circular descent.  There was some discussion about which runway to land at, winds 
favored 20 but were light enough that either were acceptable.  Despite searching, no traffic was seen in 
the pattern.  CTAF was not dialed up.   After one or two loops in descent, above a right downwind for 
runway 20 we were still at 1700’msl and above the airspeed acceptable for flaps (maybe 120mph).  Cote 
and Emery discussed and agreed to Emery doing a slip to land Rwy 20 from a right base.  Emery took the 
controls and executed the 180 turn starting abeam the numbers of Rwy 20 and sharply slipped into a 
rapid descent with left wing low, right rudder, pitched down.  Flaps were not deployed.  However, once 
on the centerline at midfield the plane remained 10’ AGL and >100mph.  Cote and Emery agreed to 
execute a go-around.  Throttle went forward, carb heat off, engine advanced and the climb out began.   

 

Around 300’ AGL into the climbout, the Engine completely stopped.  Cote futilely pulled out the carb 
heat.  The only terrain ahead was solid trees.  Emery factually stated “We are going into the trees.”  Cote 
concurred “We are going into the trees”.  Airspeed was maintained, wings stayed level, after a few 
seconds branches engaged in contact with the aircraft underbelly. The aircraft came to a halt in the tree 
canopy within a few seconds, teetered a brief moment, then pivoted engine first downward 70’ to the 
ground.  Contact was made with multiple branches along the way to the ground. After ground contact, 
Cote egressed via his right sided door and Emery follow him via that same door.   



From: tim cote
To: Spencer Lynn
Subject: Re: 6120 Questions
Date: Monday, February 22, 2021 3:37:36 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Ms. Spencer,
Apologies for my errors on the form.  Please see replies below:

On Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 1:57 PM Spencer Lynn < wrote:

Good afternoon, Dr. Cote,

 

I have just a couple questions about your 6120. 

 

1. Would you verify your single-engine flight hours on this matrix?  Your entries may be
reversed?  (You show more SE PIC time than total SE time).

I do have 838 total hours, and 170 of these were multi engine.  So my total in Single Engine
should be 668.  The number of those that were PIC depends on how PIC is counted.  I have
always presumed I was NOT PIC during my primary training, which was about 100 hours,
making my SE PIC number more correctly 568.  

However, that number reflects my presumption that  I WAS PIC during my Instrument
training (about 200hrs) as well as training for Seaplane, Commercial and CFI, each of which
were about 30hrs and involved a CFI.  Interestingly, in this accident I'm told that not I but
Katrina was PIC based on some case law.  Please advise.   

1. Was this an IFR flight?  You indicate that you filed an IFR flight plan but then you
only selected “Traffic advisory” rather than IFR under your type of clearance.

This was not an IFR flight.  It began as a FRZ flight out from KVKX and then was a simple
VFR flight within the SFRA.  After the plane first hiccoughed, we called ATC to secure a
Bravo clearance for a precautionary climb.  We were given some traffic advisories along the
way to 2W5.  

Hope this is helpful.

Tim 
1. 

 




