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Seabee N451E Accident on 11/16/2020

- I i
R e M

Accident happened on a Part 91 fiight from Long Island Airpark (NC26) to Twin Lake
Airport (8A7). Fuel was checked and determined at 12-13 gallons in the tank, flight
time was estimated at 20 minutes with a fuel burn of approx 4-5 gallons. Planning a
fuel usage of 13 galfhr. And a 9 ket tailwind. Take off was at 07:45 local time.

Take off, climb and cruise were normal. The estimated tailwind was not there, and
while attempting to lean the mixture, the engine ran rough. | pushed the mixture back
in a bit, and noticed the cylinder head temperatures (CHT) were high, approaching
500° C. Exhaust gas temperatures (EG Ts) were also pretty high, around 1500° C.
Had to push the mixture a little more to bring the temperatures in the normal range.

10 sm from the airport, | checked the weather around nearby airports

(no weather reporting at 8A7), and winds were mostly calm. | decided to land on Rwy
0% and made an announcement an the handheld radio
(aircraft radio inop).

When | pushed the Mixture in for landing, the engine power rolled back to
approximately idle. | was +/- 4 sm from the Twin Lakes Airport and approximately
2500" (pattern altitude 1818"). I tried to adjust the mixture to regain engine power to
no avail, while at the same time locking for a place to land because it was painfully
obvious | was not going to make it to the runway. Found a suitable place to do a
forced landing. While setting up to land , the power came up again. | assumed that
the cause of the temporary power loss was either water in the fuel tank, or a
temporary clog. So limmediately started climbing and headed back to the airport
again. | declared an emergency on the airport’s frequency (122.7), and lowered the
gear; saving the flaps for last. At about 1 nm from the air port, the engine q:!_uit.- )
completely. There were trees all the way around me, except a small open ﬂql_ﬁ::gfg
S a'clock position. | aimed the Seabee towards that field, raised the landing gear

i

(recommended Seabee procedure) and selected full flaps. | did whatever was

.....

required to maintain 70-80 MPH and leveled the aircraft for the fnmag[?_angilﬁ, '
Landing slightly downhill. Time was approximately 08:10 am.

Edgar E.T. Tello
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