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Date:   November 10, 2020 

To:    Thomas Vidamour, ATL FSDO Manager 

From:    ASO ATL FSDO 11 

Prepared by:   Steven Davidson, Avionics Inspector 

Subject:    N3225B Accident Investigation NTSB# ERA21LA038 
 
On November 1, 2020, at approximately 3:00 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, a 1954 Piper Aircraft, 
Model PA-22-135, with registration N3225B, sustained substantial damage during landing on a 
private grass airstrip located in Warner Robins, Georgia.  There was one person on board who 
sustained a minor injury and was treated and released at a local Medical Facility.  Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed, and no flight plan was filed. This was a commercial flight 
being conducted under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91. 
 
On November 1, 2020, at approximately 4:30 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, an FAA Inspector 
from the Atlanta Flight Standard District Office (FSDO) arrived on scene to investigate the cause 
of the accident.  Once on location the FAA Inspector was met by members of the Houston 
County Fire Department and the Houston County Sheriff’s Office. A review of the wreckage 
revealed extensive damage to both wings evident of internal structural damage.  An examination 
of the grass airfield revealed tire marks that clearly displayed the aircraft making a sharp right 
turn approximately 30 yards before the end of the runway.  This harsh turn caused the aircraft to 
flip and become inverted which resulted in both wings being damaged. During an interview with 
the PIC he stated that it was his intention to perform a quick maintenance flight to troubleshoot a 
vibration that was coming from the instrument panel.  Due to the current wind conditions the 
decision was made to depart runway 090 and to perform two touch & go’s and a full stop.  Both 
touch and go’s were uneventful as he prepared for his final landing and stop.  As he lined up to 
land he noticed that the wind had shifted and was causing his speed to increase as he tried to 
compensate with a decrease in throttle.  At this point the aircraft was already at the start of the 
runway so the decision was made to go ahead and land on 090.  As the aircraft touched down the 
PIC noticed that the aircraft was still accelerating as he noticed the wind had shifted and was at 
270 and not 090, causing a tailwind effect.  Unfortunately at this point there was not enough 
runway left to attempt an aborted landing so the decision was made to make every effort to apply 
excessive breaking to stop the aircraft.  However, due to the excessive landing speed the aircraft 
was unable to slow down in a timely manner before running out of runway.  Finally, the decision 
was made to make a wide right turn to hopefully assist the aircraft decelerate.  This maneuver 
caused the right wing to lift in the air which resulted in the aircraft becoming inverted before 
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finally coming to a complete stop. During all the commotion the PIC struck his head on the 
instrument panel and was transported to a local medical facility to be evaluated. 
 
A review of the FAA’s Safety Performance Analysis System (SPAS), displayed that the aircraft 
was listed as a 1954 Piper Aircraft, Model PA-22-135 with serial number 22-2053.  The aircraft 
was registered to Leguia Augusto A., out of Warner Robins, Georgia with a current aircraft 
registration issued to N3225B.  Additionally, the aircraft had a valid Standard Airworthiness 
Certificate issued a replacement on September 18, 2012. The aircraft had no prior reported 
incidents or accidents. 
 
A review of the FAA’s Safety Performance System (SPAS) for the PIC was conducted and it 
showed that he held a private pilot certificate ( ), with airplane single engine land rating 
and 409 hours of total flight time.  He had a current 3rd class medical dated 5/27/2020 with a 
limitation to wear corrected lenses.  The pilot had accumulated 409 hours of total flight time with 
no previous violations noted.   
 
A review of the aircraft maintenance records showed that an Annual Inspection had been 
performed on November 20, 2020 with an aircraft Tach Time of 3548 Hrs.  No significant issues 
were noted.  The Annual Inspection was performed by a certified A&P/IA with no previous 
violations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




