N6179U Accident October 7, 2020

Inspector Statement

On Sunday, October 4, 2020 at approximately 1230 pm EST, the pilot of aircraft N6179U, executed a
take-off from runway 15 at the Oswego County Airport (FZY) in Fulton, NY. At approximately 1000 ft.
altitude and still over the airport, the pilot stated that engine oil started covering the aircraft windshield.
The pilot then made a left turn to circle around and attempt a landing on runway 24 at FZY. The pilot
states that by the time he landed on runway 24 he was already past the halfway point of the runway. The
aircraft continued to travel off the end of runway 24 approximately 360 feet, until it contacted the airport
perimeter chain link fence. The aircraft came to rest upright in a ditch approximately 30 feet beyond the
fence line. The pilot then exited the aircraft on his own with only minor bruising to his face. There was no
post-crash fire. The following weather conditions at 12:30pm were: temperature 63 degrees F, no
precipitation, winds 7 mph ENE, and visibility 10 miles.

This inspector arrived at the accident scene at approximately 3:15pm EST on Sunday 10/4/2020. Initial
inspection of the aircraft revealed the following damage and notable items: The left wing was separated
from the fuselage at the wing root and only attached by flight control cables. There was also damage to
the left wingtip. The nose landing gear was collapsed and under the fuselage. The right wing had damage
to the leading edge at the fuel tank. The horizontal stabilizer was damaged and partly separated from the
aircraft. The windshield was broken with pieces inside and outside of the aircraft. The roof of the aircraft
was also damaged. The fuselage was intact. The aircraft propeller and spinner were entangled in the
airport perimeter fence. Closer inspection of the engine compartment revealed no significant amount of
engine oil on the cylinders or accessories. There was engine oil covering the surface of the propeller,
spinner, and nose cowling. Damage to the fence consisted of 3 vertical fence posts and the horizontal top
cross bar as well as the chain link being pulled free from other posts.

This inspector coordinated with the FZY airport manager and aircraft owner to move the aircraft back to
the owner’s T-hangar the next morning (10/5/2020) due to the availability of equipment to move the
aircraft. The aircraft and airport perimeter fence were secured for the night.

On Monday, October 5, 2020 prior to moving the aircraft, there was approximately 22 gallons of fuel
removed from the left wing tank and 2 gallons removed from the right wing tank, the fuel was blue in
color. The aircraft was then moved to the owner’s T-hangar. Once secured in the hangar, this inspector
removed the propeller spinner, propeller, and nose cowling to attempt to determine the source of the
engine oil leak. Upon removing those parts, the plug that is installed in the front opening of the engine
crankshaft fell to the ground. This plug, when installed properly, prevents engine oil from exiting the
crankshaft during engine operation. This inspector noted that there was approximately 6.5 quarts of
engine oil in the engine at this time. No other parts were removed from the aircraft at this point.

The aircraft log books noted an annual inspection completed on October 1, 2020.

The pilot holds an FAA private pilot single engine land certificate and completing his last flight review on
5/2/2019. The pilot also holds basic med certificate dated 4/11/2019.
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