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DIGEST (CONT )

Andy described Dan Delnoce as a very close friend, flying buddy, and business partner. He 
stated that he had been flying buddies with Dan since the beginning and that they talked 
about flying just about every day. Andy stated that he considered Dan a very proficient 
pilot with state of the art electronics/instruments, such as G1000 avionics, but he was not 
proficient with a traditional "six pack", vacuum instruments, HSI. Andy said Dan was 
planning on upgrading the aircraft with state of the art electronics/avionics in the near 
future, along with upgrades to the interior and painting the aircraft. Because he felt that 
Dan was not a proficient pilot with the older style instruments, he told Dan he should 
consider the aircraft VFR only until he upgrades the instruments and avionics. Andy labeled 
Dan a "magenta line pilot" and that he liked to use the autopilot regularly.  
 
Andy stated that he was very upset at Dan for flying in the weather conditions that existed 
at the time of the accident flight. He further stated that he doesn’t believe Dan had ever 
taken off in such low visibility and ceilings by himself, that the lowest ceilings he had 
flown in by himself were usually around 3,000’. He said Dan may have taken off in and flown 
in lower ceilings and visibilities like those at the time of the accident, but it would 
have been with somebody else. Andy also made the comment, “I wouldn’t have wanted to be in 
the back seat of that airplane for that flight.” This statement was made when we were 
discussing Andy’s opinion of Dan’s lack of proficiency with the older style instruments and 
avionics that were in the accident aircraft, as well as the weather at the time of the 
accident.  
 
I asked Andy about how many flight hours would he estimate he flew with Dan, to which he 
responded “between 50-100 hours.”  
 
I asked Andy about how many total flight hours he thinks Dan had logged, to which he 
answered, "Dan was about a 450 hour pilot.” Andy also stated that Dan had flown about 40 
hours in the last few weeks. 
 
Andy mentioned that there was a known fuel leak in the right tank but described it as “a 
weeping leak.” He stated that Dan knew of it too but that it wasn’t really a bad leak. I 
asked if he was aware if it had been documented or fixed and he said he didn’t believe so 
and he’s pretty sure it wasn’t repaired yet, mostly because Dan had planned on doing some 
major upgrades to the aircraft, such as the avionics upgrades, interior upgrades and re-
paint the aircraft. He said Dan was probably just waiting until he did those too.

Page 2



Witness Statement 
Author: Amanda Howard 
 

 
Oakwood, GA 30566 

 
 

 
February 26th, 2021 my husband and I were at the Gainesville airport (KGVL) at 17:48. We saw 
a blue on white Cessna 182 at the end of runway 11, behind the hold short lines. At first glance 
the aircraft appeared to be in the grass but upon moving positions we saw the airplane was just 
to the left of taxi centerline. At that time there were no lights on the airplane, not even the 
beacon. I asked my husband to see if he could see if the propeller was stopped or if in fact the 
engine was running. We both agreed that the engine was running. I checked the weather at that 
time and it was reporting 5sm and OVC004 and rain had just started at the surface. Upon 
leaving the airport at 17:55 I asked my husband to stop so I could check the weather again. The 
weather report said 08009kt 4sm BR OVC004. Typically at KGVL, instrument departures and 
approaches are done on runway 5 or 23. The winds were below 10 knots, departing from 
runway 5 could have been an option. Depending on route of flight I suspected they chose 
runway 11 for a reason. We left the airport at 17:58. The pilot had been at the end of the runway 
prior to our arrival, so we did not hear an engine runup during our time there. The 10 minute 
window we were there left enough time for the pilot to call ATC on the ground and get a 
clearance and depart. I figured they may have been waiting longer for conditions to improve 
slightly before take off. 
I had questioned the flight because of runway choice and the fact that there were no lights on 
the aircraft. I did not radio the pilot to confirm he was alright, because Champion Aviation was 
staffed and they have a radio on to talk to inbound flights. I also assumed, since we are a 
training airport, that there may have been either a CFII onboard or a well seasoned pilot who 
had flown into the soup. 
 
 
 
 

Amanda Howard 
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Oakwood  GA 30566 

 
February 26, 2021 my wife and I were at the Gainesville airport at Lanier Aircraft Maintenance. 
We arrived at 17:48, I ran inside for a few minutes and left my wife and son in the car. I saw a 
blue and white high wing airplane sitting at the end of runway 11 with the engine running and no 
lights at all on. It was still sitting there with the engine running and no lights on when we were 
leaving at 17:58. The weather had been really foggy and low clouds all day at the airport and I 
personally thought it was pretty bad weather to fly in. I’m not a pilot but my wife told me the 
clouds were only at 400 feet. I thought it was odd that the plane had been sitting there before 
we arrived and it was still sitting there as we were leaving. Seemed like a long time. 
 
 

 
Timothy Howard 




