
 

    
 

 

MEMORANDUM for RECORD 

 
Ralph E. Hicks 
Senior Air Safety Investigator 
NTSB Eastern Region Aviation  
 
Date: October 22, 2020 
Person Contacted: Bradley J. Gottschalk, FAA Operations Inspector, MEM FSDO 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA20LA333, Jackson, TN 
 
 
The following is a summary of the inspector statement provided by Mr. Gottschalk: 
 
The accident occurred on September 22, 2020 at approximately 3:30pm central daylight 
time. The pilot in command (PIC) of N3298M was engaged in aerial application 
operations under a valid CFR part 137 operating certificate at the time of the accident.  
 
The aerial application was being conducted 14.5 statute miles east/northeast from 
McKellar-Sipes Regional Airport/Jackson, TN (MKL). The PIC stated that he was pulling 
up from his last swath run before returning to MKL when the engine failed. The PIC 
elected to attempt an emergency landing on Highway 20 eastbound.  
 
An on-scene post-accident investigation conducted by the Memphis Flight Standards 
District Office revealed that the landing gear collapsed upon touchdown. The aircraft 
veered off into the right ditch where the right wing struck a tree causing the aircraft to 
abruptly yaw to the right. The aircraft came to rest perpendicular to the roadway and 
nose down into the tree line parallel to the road. The pilot was uninjured.  
 
No post-accident fire occurred and no odor of fuel was present at the site. The 
application payload was exhausted. The aircraft was moved off the roadway to a safer 
location about 100 yards to the east of the crash site for further examination. The right 
and left fuel tanks appeared to be intact. Removal of the fuel tank inspection panels 
showed zero fuel in either of the tanks. There was no evidence of fuel spillage or leaks. 
Inspection of the main fuel line at the firewall revealed only a trace amount of fuel. 
Inspection of the high-pressure fuel line between the high-pressure pump and the fuel 
control unit revealed only a trace amount of fuel. 
 



 

 

 
 
The PIC was operating a different aircraft on the day of the accident as compared to the 
aircraft he normally flew. The aircraft involved in the accident had a significantly larger 
engine than what the PIC was used to, and consequently a higher fuel burn. When 
interviewing the PIC, he stated that he normally kept track of his fuel burn with the timer 
installed in the aircraft that he was used to operating. The accident aircraft did not have 
the same feature.  
 
 


