Inspectors Statement:

Eye Witness Mr. Dunsmore was interviewed by Inspector Rakestraw and Inspector
O’Gorman at 14:17 09/28/2020 at the location of the accident of aircraft N2601Q.

Contact Information:
Mr. Chris Dunsmore

Lincolnton, GA 30817

Home: I W or: I
Mzr. Dunsmore’s recount of the event:

Mr. Dunsmore was in a tractor in the field off the South-West side of the pond. Mr.
Dunsmore observed the 1* straight pass and described it as watching the aircraft “buzz
the pond it then pulled up to normal flying altitude”. Mr. Dunsmore could see the aircraft
to his left coming back around for a 2°¢ pass. He described the aircraft’s altitude during
the second pass as lower than 50° AGL and going between the trees. He stated he
remembers the aircrafts 2°¢ pass went between him in the tractor and Mr. Reed’s location
in the truck. The view of the aircraft was then obstructed by trees. Mr. Dunsmore recalls
was the sound of the engine as a steady RPM sound, then he heard a “thump” when the
aircraft hit the ground and a “sploosh” when the aircraft hit the water. Mr. Dunsmore
drove around and helped Mr. Garnett pull Mr. Mattison to the edge of the pond.
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Inspectors Statement:

Eye Witness Mr. Garnett was interviewed by Inspector Rakestraw and Inspector
O’Gorman at 13:59 09/28/2020 at the location of the accident of aircraft N2601Q.

Contact Information:
Mr. Thomas Garnett

Lincolnton, GA 30817

Mr. Garnett’s recount of the event:

Mr. Garnett was slowly cutting grass at the edge of the West side of the pond with a
riding lawn mower. The aircraft flew low towards him (indicating from the North-West),
then over him and proceeded (indicating, South-East) across the pond in Mr. Mattison’s
standard ‘I’m home’ fly-by. The aircraft circled out to the left (North). The aircraft came
back around for a second pass. By this time, Mr. Garnett was still on the West side of the
pond but further towards the South end. The aircraft came between two groups of trees
just off the South-West corner of the pond. Mr. Garnett indicated that the aircraft’s right
wing was almost straight up in the air and he “could see the top of the plane”. The aircraft
hit the ground, hard, then the aircraft went back up into the air. Mr. Garnett thought Mr.
Mattison had made it but then realized the aircraft was doing “all sorts of movements that
planes don’t normally do” before landing in the water. Mr. Garnett repositioned the
mower to the North side of the pond and went to see if Mr. Mattison was ok. Mr. Garnett
saw Mr. Mattison floating in the water and knew Mr. Mattison had not survived. Mr.
Garnett pulled Mr. Mattison from the wreckage in the pond onto shore. Mr. Garnett
stayed with Mr. Mattison and waited for law enforcement to arrive.

_ Digitally signed by Juli O'Gorman
Date: 2020.10.01 11:51:00 -04'00'
Inspector Juli O’Gorman

Aviation Safety
AFG-700 Atlanta FSDO-11



Mr. Garnett's eye withess observation

¥ Mr. Garnett's location 2ne Nass

Mr. Garnett's location 1st pass ;
Mr. Garnett's location.2ndipass ﬁ: *
Google Earth s N
®2020 Google o y M ;.*ﬁ j ' 500 ft




Inspectors Statement:

Eye Witness Mr. Reed was interviewed by Inspector Rakestraw and Inspector O’Gorman
at 14:25 09/28/2020 at the location of the accident of aircraft N2601Q.

Contact Information:
Mr. Tab Reed

Lincolnton, GA 30817

Mr. Reed’s recount of the event:

Mr. Reed was 1n his truck driving. He observed the aircraft fly low over the pond on the
1t pass. During the 2°¢ pass, Mr. Reed reported he was driving away from the pond and
looked to his left and saw the top of the plane. He recalls the right wing tip was pointed at
the 1 o’clock position. Mr. Reed reported the engine RPM sound was normal.
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