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Enrique A. Troconis
              11/01/2020

ERA20LA295 ERA L.Read 11/1/2020



On August 22/2020 a friend flew me to KLHZ to pick up N86002 to fly it to KGLY.
We got there sometime late morning and we met with the seller to review the logbooks.  I did a  supervised-by-the-
seller preflight, checked oil, fuel quantities and contaminants, got some guidance about the specifics of hand-
propping the particular aircraft, we both boarded it and then we did a 15-20 minutes flight around the airport. He 
deplaned and I took off to KAPT to spend the night.

My initial plan was to refuel at KMRN, but because of the flight we did around the patch and the meager lower-
than-70-MPH ground speed that I was attaining, I didn’t feel comfortable with the fuel situation and decided to land
at KSVH for refueling.  I added 18 gallons there, but we (the attendant and I) spilled the good part of (I estimate) 1 
gallon (dumb mistake) in the process.  Then I took off again with KAPT in mind, but considering KRZR or 1A0 in 
the case that my ground speed didn’t improve.

My initial plan was to overfly the freeway, but out of KSVH I had to drift South to avoid KHKY’s airspace, and 
then I just plotted a sort-of straight course to meet the freeway right before it meets the mountains.   I was also 
climbing to gain altitude for the crossing.  The altimeter on board was pretty rudimentary and I was paying a lot of 
attention to visual cues.  At some point I also began to feel this strong smell of fuel that I attributed to the spill.

The first indication of a problem started somewhere SSW of 6NR6.  The engine sputtered briefly and regained 
power.  My thought was: “if this engine quits now I won’t make it to the freeway”, and I began drifting closer to I-
40. By the time I got near the intersection of I-40 and the road coming from KFQD, the problems started in full
swing.  I had altitude, and from my perspective, the road to KFQD was wide open.  Given that there seemed to be 
not a straight road from my location to KMRN and KFQD was closer, I went for it.  I didn’t consider 6NR6 as an 
option because I’ve had difficulty finding those kind of fields in the past and, sometimes, they are “unlandable” 
when I find them.  The smell of fuel was borderline unbearable by then.

As I traveled over the road to KFQD I tried pulling the carburetor heat for several sputtering cycles, and I also tried 
pumping the throttle.  Nothing seemed to have any effect.  I began to realize that a landing on that road was going 
to be sketchy at best, and the sputtering bouts where getting more frequent and much longer, so I decided to turn 
back to the freeway and pursue KMRN.  The beginning of the end started as I finished the 180, when the engine 
quit and I realized that I wasn’t going to make the freeway.  I had lost about half of the altitude I started with when 
the engine restarted long enough to take me back to the freeway.  And then quit again.

By then I was lower than I felt comfortable with and the engine would have (maybe) a second of partial power 
every several long seconds, I was losing altitude steadily and I knew that I wasn’t going to make it to KMRN under 
that regime.  When I found myself with what I considered just enough altitude to attempt a controlled landing on 
the freeway, in light of the hostility of the terrain around me, and at what (at that point) seemed to be a total engine 
failure, I decided to go for it while I still had a hope to complete a succesful landing.

I tried to pick up as much speed as I could to announce the traffic that I was coming in, and in the hope to place the 
wheels on the ground with enough speed to have some control, but as soon as I got low over the freeway I began to 
feel serious turbulence and the airplane was tossed around wildly.  At the last second I had to pull the nose up to 
avoid hitting the back of a car, and then the airplane dropped and bounced and turned into incoming traffic.  I 
managed to turn right but by then I lost all rudder authority, and I knew that I was going to hit the guardrail hard.  I 
was still going pretty fast (45-50 MPH my guess) when I slammed into the guardrail.  I had extensive bruises in my
left buttock probably because I held that pedal (and the brake) all the way down up to the moment of impact.

I exited the airplane quickly before anybody had the time to reach it to help me because I was concerned of the nose
fuel tank dripping fuel over the engine.




