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Examination of the cockpit revealed the fuel control panel in the cockpit was largely intact. The 
left fuel selector handle was in the left outboard fuel tank position and was secure in the detent. 
The right fuel selector handle was in the right inboard tank position and was secure in the detent. 
The fuel crossfeed lever was in the ON position. The BOOST PUMP switches located to the left 
of the throttle levers and along the lower edge of the instrument panel, were in the OFF position. 
 
The nose section including the baggage compartment door was separated from the fuselage. The 
lower portion of the nose below the forward baggage compartment floor and including the nose 
landing gear were impact damaged and displaced aft into cabin floor area. The windshield was 
fragmented and separated from the fuselage. The forward cabin door was impact damaged and 
only remained attached to the fuselage by the holder assembly connecting the door to the lower 
door frame. The emergency exit remained installed in its opening. The aft baggage door 
remained intact in its opening. The cabin was partially separated from the tailcone at the skin 
joint between Fuselage Station (FS) 153 on the belly and FS 171 on the cabin top. The lower 
cabin structure forward of FS 153 was displaced upward. The tailcone aft of FS 171 did not 
exhibit any significant deformation or damage. 
 
The hydraulic flap actuating cylinder piston was extended about 7 inches which corresponded to 
flaps retracted. The rudder trim jackscrew was extended aft from the drum about 5/8 inch or 
about 5 threads, which corresponded to a neutral to slight aircraft nose right trim setting. The 
stabilator jackscrew was extended above the drum about 1/2 inch or about 10 threads, which 
corresponded to a full aircraft nose up trim setting. 
 
Examination of the left propeller revealed it remained attached to the crankshaft flange, both 
blades remained captured in the hub assembly, exhibited aft bending about mid-span, and were at 
or near the low pitch position (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Piper Digital Photograph. View of the Left Propeller Assembly. 
Note the position of both propeller blades in low pitch.  

 








