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Witness Statement
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Please explain in your own words what you saw or heard before and/or at the time of the incident.
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Witness Statement

Registration # Accident/Incident #
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Please explain in your own words what you saw or heard before and/or at the time of the incident.

while T was gud-hm MY Grass 1a Hee back uaré T was Jeoking
Strovent ok Where f-L.c tdc.lewl luu.,d/’m Lulucl' T seen was +Le bk
O'F *’-Lc o\yrcra4~¥ and 4—1\& prooellur‘} W R Ass '/' '/‘uwu.«w .Z-Qu“_k/u
huyvied off the Juwn mouc.i/‘ I von $pward Yhe CMSL 0mge I'qm‘
there I t)r/u-k/u looked Ler avwovxe e was (n Yhe ke'-roﬂ‘f‘?f'
Thets g lhen Z ,7/:/‘/64 the baclv and junfermed cury one s
5'/7(\/ L W‘\\,/ A

- The affcv'cu’ wag q’p,prawmd&z)\’, % +he \v-.\.\l/ \,L‘{) 4’1\2 Yree.,

7
SIGNATURE / DATE: /Q’Mfa?/ &w/ -_



Witness Statement
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Please explain in your own words what you saw or heard before and/or at the time of the incident.
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Statement from Pyman Gholami -FI

Me and Brian J. Little scheduled for a dual flight this morning at 09:00 am. Before Brian came in, |
pushed the helicopter out of the hangar and did my preflight. Once Brian arrived | walked back to my
office, did my final weather check and waited on Brian to finish up his preflight.

When he was done with his preflight, we went out and took off about 09:06 am. We started off with a
confined area exercise including steep approach and max performance takeoff. We did two of those.
After, we came back to the grass field that we have here at the flight school and | did one straight in
autorotation followed by Brian doing two. We then transitioned to another field nearby and did two
180degree autorotations. We landed back at the hangar around 10:35. | did a post flight walk around
and we topped it off with fuel.

We did a 1.4hour total flight and the helicopter seemed normal with all gauges in the green.

I then went in to my office and waited for Brian to finish off his preflight. Once he finished his preflight,
we talked about his solo flight which would be a 1.1 flight, staying local and doing a couple normal
approaches and takeoffs at our regular airport of training (Blackwell 71J) and we also had a look at the
weather. He took off about 11:10 am.

| then received a phone call with the sad and shocking news at 12:37 pm.

Records show that me and Brian has had about 26.3 hours of total flight time together. Before this
flight, he had 8.9 hours of solo flight and had 1.1 hours left to accomplish his 10hour solo requirement
for the private pilot helicopter certificate. He was an add-on student with a fixed wing private pilot
license. Records also show that he has accumulated 66.9 total hours with our flight school.

| was estimating 7 more hours of dual training flight before his checkride. We were in the planning stage
of him taking a week or two off his work and do those hours daily rather than every weekend, as we
have been doing so far to retain recency.




RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: May 30, 2020
Person Contacted: Frank Mayer (Flight School Owner)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA20LA197

According to Mr. Mayer, The 44 year old student was doing a helicopter add-on. The student and
his instructor had done a dual flight lesson that morning, had come back to the flight school, and
then refueled. The student pilot had then flown solo up to Ozark (Blackwell Field), which was
about 12 minutes away from the flight school. The accident happened near the airport.
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: June 11, 2020

Person Contacted: Investigator Justin Chadwick (Dale County Sheriff’s Office)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA20LA197

According to Investigator Chadwick, he arrived on scene about 20 minutes after the accident
occurred.

He stayed at the accident site for more than an hour and during that time, he observed “a lot of
oil” on the ground while he was there but did not observe or smell any fuel.
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: June 11, 2020

Person Contacted: Capt. Michael Bryan (Ozark Police Department)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA20LA197

According to Captain Bryan, He did not smell or observe any fuel on scene at the accident site
either initially or during recovery of the pilot from the wreckage.
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Todd Gunther
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region

Date: June 10, 2020
Person Contacted: Pyman Gholami (Flight Instructor)
NTSB Accident Number: ERA20LA197

According to Mr. Gholami, had no personal relationship. On the day of the accident they had a
dual flight lesson in the morning, and everything seemed to be normal with Mr. Little.

They were trying to get Mr. Little more flight time so that he could take his check ride, and Mr.
Gholami thought he was doing well, and he believed that in a few more hours he could sign him
off for the check ride.

At the flight school they would usually refuel the helicopters before putting them away in the
hangar. The last time that N9421P (the accident helicopter) flew before the day of the accident,
was on May 25, 2020, and it was flown by Mr. Gholami and Mr. Little during a dual lesson. Mr.
Gholami was not sure who refueled during that lesson.

On the morning of the accident prior to the dual lesson, Mr. Gholami, checked the fuel when he
preflighted the airplane, and then Mr. Little preflighted the airplane. Mr. Gholami noted that
there appeared to be about 20 gallons of fuel in the fuel tank of the accident helicopter when he
checked it.

After the dual flight lesson, they refueled the helicopter:

Mr. Gholami drove the fuel truck over from its parking spot

Mr. Gholami turned the pump on the fuel truck on.

Mr. Little took the nozzle from the fuel truck

Mr. Gholami observed Mr. little place the nozzle in the fuel tank filler of the helicopter

fuel tank.

5. Mr. Gholami carried on a conversation from the driver’s seat of the fuel truck, while Mr.
little was fueling the helicopter.

6. Mr. Little then told Mr. Gholami; “Good to go” and gave him a “Thumbs up”.
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7. Mr. Little then put the nozzle back on the fuel truck.

8. Mr. Gholami then turned off the pump on the fuel truck.
9. Mr. Gholami then drove away and parked the fuel truck.
10. Mr. Gholami then met Mr. Little back in the office.

Mr. Gholami did not see Mr. Little secure the fuel tank filler cap on the fuel tank filler.

Mr. Gholami advised that the fuel gauge worked on the accident helicopter, but it was not 100%
accurate.

The low fuel lights also, did not work on the helicopters (The accident helicopter and on the
flight school’s other operable Schweizer 269 — N2074C). He was unsure but thought that the low
fuel light stopped working on N2074C first.

A few months before the accident, the flight school placarded the low fuel lights on both
helicopters. After the accident they removed the placard on N2074C.

Fuel (100LL) was stored at the flight school in a 1,000 gallon tank. There was no meter on the
tank, and Mr. Gholami believed that there was no filter on the 1,000 gallon tank (He thought
there might have been one on the pump, but he was not sure).

They would transfer fuel from the 1,000 gallon tank to the fuel truck when the fuel truck tank
was empty. The fuel truck had a filter and fuel drain but also did not have a meter.

They had no set procedures for sumping the truck. They would just check it from time to time.

They would estimate the amount of fuel that was in the helicopters by using the fuel gauges and
checking visually.

Mr. Gholami also advised that the flight school had a helipad and an “H” was painted on it, but
they did not have an identifier.



VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

DATE_S \‘30\ 0D . TIME A2Z3 M. PLACE,
1, ((“’D-{c_( C’/\n ) (J:)O'"C) il , am_g__(g__years old and | live at

| am giving this statement to 6ZA-K[ 2/ I1.D. , who has identified

himself as a
and he has duly warned me that | have the following rights: that | have the right to remain silent and not make any statement at all;
that any statement | make may be used against me at my trial; that any statement | make may be used as evidence against me in court;
that | have the right to have a lawyer present to advise me prior to and during any questioning; that if | am unable to employ a law-
yer, | have the right to have a lawyer appointed to advise me prior to and during any questioning and that | have the right to terminate
the interview at any time.

Prior to and during the making of the statement, | have and do hereby knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily waive the above ex-
plained rights and | do make the following voluntary statement to the aforementioned person of my own free will and without any
promises or offers of leniency or favors, and without compulsion or persuasion by any person or persons whomsoever:
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The above warnings were given by and
this voluntary statement was taken by

Witness (This must be one and the same person as named above)





