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                   MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
         
Peter Wentz 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation                          
 
Date: 2/25/2020 
Email from FAA Inspector Matthew J. Cady 
 
 
Here is the airworthiness write up.  

12/312019--Assisted with accident investigation as follows: 
Responded to Bang's Towing in Amityville, NY to accompany Insurance Company Rep. present to view and 
inspect wreckage of N52840, a 1988 Mooney M20J, S/N 24-1683 which crashed into trees just south of Republic 
Airport on Saturday December 28, 2019 (ref. Accident # ).  While at this location some of the 
PIC's property (Backpack containing miscellaneous personal items, and aircraft POH) recovered from aircraft and 
returned to Farmingdale FSDO.   
A visual inspection of engine did not reveal any obvious mechanical anomalies or deficiencies that could account 
for the loss of power reported by the PIC.  The only damage to fuel system in engine compartment was a fitting 
on the fuel control which occurred during the recovery operation, as witnessed by the FRG FSDO ASI present 
during the wreckage removal. The use of a tow strap caused other damage in this area (on Vacuum Pump and 
Oil Filter) as well.   During ASI inspection, multiple fuel lines were disconnected to check for the presence of 
fuel. Small amount of residual fuel present in manifold supply and the return line from the fuel control to the 
pump.  All other lines completely dry, most notably, the fuel supply line from the aircraft to the fuel pump.  
Reported findings to IIC.  No further assistance required. 

Inspector Matthew J. Cady ✈ 

AFG-100/EA11 - Operations Unit 

Farmingdale, NY (KFRG) 

Phone:  

 
 








