






Douglas R Davis Statement - Incident (ERA20FA027)  
Cellphone:
Email:

• I am a 15th year volunteer of the Stuart Air Show, 9th Year Site Planner, 6th Year Board Member, and aviation 
enthusiast who is not a pilot, but knows his was in and around planes. 
 

• I first met Joe Masessa flew into the Stuart Air Show with his OV-1D Mohawk (N10VD) in 2011 as a static display.  
Joe also brought his BAC Strike Master to the show as a static aircraft when it was not under maintenance. 
 

• I do my best to engage with all the pilots who attend the Air show each year and develop a relationship with them.  
Joe was very outgoing and loved to talk about everything about his plane.  After a couple years of talking about 
going flying with him, on 2014-April-06 I had the privilege of flying with him in the Mohawk (N10VD) from the Sun 
‘n Fun Air Show in Lakeland, Florida (LAL) to North County Airport in Palm Beach, Florida (F45).  The flight was 
amazing and the controls were tight.  Like many pilots I have flown with, he was excited to share the joy of flight 
with a passenger instead of flying solo.  While we were flying, he described the Mohawk as his pride and joy.  I 
knew him more as being a pilot who loved to fly and was a Doctor on the side.  He also described his aircraft as 
the coolest business write off ever since he used it to fly to his various offices across the states.  After we landed 
at North County and were taxiing to the FBO while continuing to talk about the aircraft and its characteristics.  
During the conversation, I noticed that one of the taxiways was blocked off with some low-level markers as 
pictured and circled below.  Had I not called it out to him, we would have run over them.  Had we not been talking 
about the controls in detail, I don’t believe he would have missed seeing them.  Other than that little miss, the 
flying was very much in control. 
 

 
 

  



• I spoke with Joe Masessa at approximately 10am on Friday, 2019-November-01 under the Pilot Hospitality Tent 
located near the midpoint of Runway 16-34 and approximately 400 feet from his aircraft.  His mood was like that 
of a kid on Christmas morning because he was finally and for the first time going to be able to fly a performance 
at his “home” show.  His movements appeared normal, based on the typical one air show weekend of the year 
that I interact with him.  We also spoke about his other aircraft, the BAC Strike Master, which has been in 
maintenance for some complicated electrical work and he had recently found someone that was really good at 
working with it.  Joe excitedly stated that he recently found some proper wiring diagrams to get it back up in the 
air and would talk later about going flying in it together in a few weeks. 
 

• At the time of the performance and crash, I was working with some vendors at the north end of Runway 16 and 
facing north.  I did not view any of his performance or the actual crash.  Following the crash when the flames were 
extinguished, I was down at the actual crash site as a representative of the Board of Directors from the Stuart Air 
Show to determine how we were proceeding with public notification. 
 

• On Friday, late afternoon, I don’t know which time, Ronda Krill arrived at the “main gate” (Airport 
Gate 11) of the airshow.  Amy Bottegal and I met with Mrs. Krill her and her 2 friends in the vehicle they arrived 
in.  During the conversation, Mrs. Krill hesitantly asked “Do you think he did it on purpose”.  I responded with 
“absolutely not” and continued with reviewing with her how my conversation had gone that morning.  She then 
switched into talking about him and his love for the aircraft. 
 

• On Saturday Evening, Joe Masessa’s brother (Jeff) arrived on site with his (Jeff’s) girlfriend & son, Joe’s Nephew.  
I was able to introduce myself before they headed down to the crash site for some closure.  During that time, I 
had to go meet a friend who lost her husband in a helicopter crash in July of 2019.  Once I finished speaking with 
her, I met back up with Joe’s family to help them with collecting Joe’s Car.  We met at the vehicle and Jeff 
proceeded to go through the car and remove and donate any aviation-oriented items to the show and anyone 
who could use them.  These items included a brand-new wheel for the Mohawk along with some pictures of the 
aircraft and some Mohawk airshow branded pillows.  Other items in car were related to his medical practice 
(unopened microscope, medical tubing which looked like oxygen tubing, etc.)  While we were going through the 
vehicle, the family, Dewey Vinaya, and myself were talking about how much Joe loved aviation and how Jeff had 
intentionally setup the various dermatology practices near airports so that he could easily fly from location to 
location instead of driving.  At no time did he mention anything pessimistic about Joe or that he had any concerns. 
 

• Attached below are my recent texts with Joe which are dominantly about the Stuart Air Show. 
 
 
 














































