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Subject: N9496Q Accident Investigation

On October 13, 2018, about 1315 eastern daylight time, a Beechcraft Bonanza, N9496Q, was
substantially damaged after it struck a taxiway sign during a routine landing at the Reidsville
Regional Airport, Georgia (KRVJ). The private pilot sustained no injuries. Visual meteorological
conditions prevailed, and no flight plan was filed for the flight that originated from the KLHW,
Wright Army Airfield, Hinesville, Georgia. The personal flight was conducted under the
provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91.

The Pilot reported an uneventful approach as he touched down on Runway 29L on the main gear
approximately 750 feet from the threshold and slightly left of the centerline at approximately 65
knots. As soon as he lowered the nose gear to the runway, he felt the aircraft lurch
uncharacteristically left and then right. He attempted to arrest the movement first with rudder
inputs, then by differential braking. The aircraft did not respond and started to veer
uncontrollably to the right. Next, he intentionally increased braking until both wheels eventually
started skidding. At this point, the aircraft was skidding sideways as it departed the runway unto
the grass median. As the aircraft continued to slide sideways, the extreme force on the left main
landing gear caused it to collapse followed by the nose landing gear collapsing as it struck a
taxiway marker.

Examination of the wreckage revealed that the left-wing tip was crushed, and the main spar was
damaged. The nose and main landing gear was substantially damaged as it caused structural
damage to the airframe attach points. The propeller displayed minor damage, as it appeared that
the aircraft was no longer making power on impact.

A continuity check of the nose landing gear system to include all linkage from the rudder pedals
to the rudder flight control was performed and no discrepancies were noted. A further
examination of the nose wheel well area revealed no visible sign of premature component
failure.

An examination of the runway confirmed that the aircraft touched down at approximately 750
feet from the threshold evident by the tire marks. Shortly after the main tires touch, you can see



visible nose tire marks that appear to run straight without any wobbling deviations. Further,
down the runway as the aircraft began to lose control you can see main tire skid marks as
extreme braking was applied. These skid marks continue to the right of the runway onto the
grassy median where the aircraft came to rest.

According to Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) records, the pilot held a private pilot
certificate with ratings for airplane single-engine land, and instrument airplane. He held an FAA
third-class medical certificate issued May 22, 2018. At the time of the medical examination, the
pilot reported 534 total hours of flight experience. The Pilots last CFI check ride occurred on
July 6, 2018.

The airplane was issued an airworthiness certificate on March 1, 1972. According to the FAA
type certificate data sheet for the Beechcraft Bonanza F33A, the airplane was equipped with an
10-520 Series Continental engine. Maintenance records showed that the last annual for the
Airframe, Engine and Propeller was performed on September 3, 2018. At the time of the
inspection the aircraft had accumulated 4033.2 TTAF
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