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Lynn Spencer 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 
 
Date:  4/17/2019; 1530 EDT 
Person Interviewed: Robert Leggiero (Pilot) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA19LA149 
 
 
The following is a summary of a conversation that occurred with the above-named individual:  
 

● The private pilot and his passenger intended to fly in the airport traffic pattern after some 
maintenance work at Meriden Markham Municipal Airport (MMK), where the airplane 
had been since April 7 for maintenance.  No flight plan was filed, and he checked ASOS 
at the airport for weather.  They planned to fly the pattern once or twice, do a full stop, 
top off with fuel, and then head home to KHPN 

● The airplane had last been fueled on April 7 by another pilot who then flew to KHPN, 
picked up the above named individual prior to flying to MMK where the plane was left 
for maintenance. 

● The alternator belt had been tightened and an alternator support bracket was added. 
● He performed normal preflight checks and the magnetos checked were fine.  
● They departed runway 18 and turned crosswind at 500 agl. At 1000 ft agl they leveled 

off, reduced manifold pressure to 21, and turned downwind.  
● Abeam the numbers, he lowered the gear and put in the first notch of flaps.   
● He reported that he extended the downwind leg to allow time for Warrior that was in the 

pattern.   
● He reduced the manifold pressure from 21 to 15, put in a second notch of flaps, and 

turned base.   
● He reached an altitude of 500 ft agl on his base leg and increased the manifold pressure to 

21 to maintain altitude until final but noted no increase in power. 
● He noted that engine RPM was 2000 RPM and dropping.  
● He put controls in the hot start configuration, but nothing happened, and the propeller 

was windmilling.  
● He heard no unusual sounds or feel.  
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● He turned to the runway, but they were losing altitude and he did not think they would 
get over trees, so he turned right and aimed for the ballfield.  

● He was about to put in a full slip when he hit the power lines, and the airplane dropped 
tail first to the ground.  
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