
TIME DATE 

RECORD OF D VISIT D CONFERENCE OR ~TELEPHONE CALL 
1 : 00 PM 06/28/2019 

NAME (S) OF PERSON (S) CONTA T R IN NF R N ANO LOCATION ROUTING 

Robert Ostendorf , SYMBOL INITIALS 

SUBJECT 

N664AR fatal aircraft accident nea r FAY on 6- 27- 19 

DIGEST 

I traveled to Fayetteville , NC on 6- 28- 19 to investigaLe a fatal aircraft accident 

i nvolving N66 tl l\R a nd pilot William Melvin Me r ritt . Below is one of t he interviews 

conducted . 

Mr . Ostendorf is a certified flight i nstructor (Cfl) who did the accident pilot \'Jilli am 

Merritt ' s instrument training years ago . They flew Monday 6- 24 with Tom Pruitt . Mr . 

Merritt flew Mr . Ostendorf and Mr . Pruitt from FAY to INT on that day to drop them off I at 

which point Mr . Ostendorf and Mr . Pruitt flew a corporate jet back 1:0 FAY , and Mr . Merritt 

flew his BE- 55 back to FAY . Mr . Ostendorf estimates they had 120 gallons of fuel on board 

when they left in the BE- 55 for INT . Their amber AHRS Fail Ught was illuminated on the 

Aspen PFD . Mr . Merritt tested t he autopilot on the ground , but with the light lit , the 

autopilot would not engage for a tes t . Mr . Ostendorf stated that Mr . Merritt was very, 

very fi xated on t he light duri ng fli ght , a nd not happy about having to hand fl y . After 

about 6- 7 mi nutes of flig ht , t he light e x tinguished and the autopilot worked . However , Mr . 

Merritt reported to Mr . Ostendorf that for the flight from INT Lo fAY I the light was back 

and wouldn ' t extinguish . Mr . Merritt stated he would call Powell Avionics , an avionics 

shop in FAY . Mr . Osterndorf did not talk with Mr . Merritt after Monday 6- 24 . However , he 
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stated that the other passenger , Tom Pruitt , did speak wi t h Mr . Merritt . According to Mr . 
Ostendorf , Mr . Pruitt asked Mr . Merritt if he got his AHRS fi xed . Mr . Merritt said no , and 
Mr . Pruitt recommended that he shouldn ' t fly until it was fixed . According to Mr . 
Ostendorf , the engine ran perfectly and there were no flight control issues at all during 
the flight from FAY to INT . Mr . Merritt spoke with them about night currency, inquiring 
with them if they were night current . Mr . Ostendorf stated t ha t he knew from speaking with 
other people that the Aspen was not fixed prior to flight . Powell Avionics later confirmed 
this . 

Mr . Ostendorf called me back on Saturday 6- 29 to discuss the accident more . He stated that 
he and Mr . Pruitt wen t over the flight in their minds and recalled no unusual engine or 
control issues . There was nothing at all wrong (during their 6- 24 flight to I NTI except 
the AHRS Fail amber light , but that Mr . Merritt was " really , rea lly fi xated on it ." Mr . 
Ostendorf stated that he and Mr . Pruitt tried to get Mr . Merritt to ignore the light , but 
they had difficulty getting him to do so . Mr . Ostendorf stated that the attitude and 
heading indicators appeared to be working fine , but were possibly unreliable due to the 
AHRS Fail . 
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TIME DATE 

RECORD OF D VISIT D CONFERENCE OR IZI TELEPHONE CALL 
1 : 15 PM 06/28/2019 

NAME (S) OF PERSON ( 

Tom Pruitt , 
. . . :- . . FERENCE ANDLOCATION ROUTING 

SYMBOL INITIALS 

SUBJECT 

N664AR fatal aircraft accident near FAY on 6- 27- 19 

DIGEST 

I t raveled to Fayetteville , NC on 6- 28- 19 to investigale a fatal aircraft accident 

i nvolving N664 AR a nd pilot William Me l vi n Merritt . Below is one of t he interviews 

conducted . 

Mr . Pruitt flew with Mr . Merritt on Monday 6- 24 from FAY to INT, which was the last time 

they flew together . He concurred with everything stated about that flight by Mr . 

Ostendorf . After that flight , Mr . Pruitt and Mr . Merritt spoke app roximately twice during 

the week prior to the accident . They spoke for about 20- 30 minutes around 5 or 6pm on the 

night of the accident . Mr . Merritt s tated that his AHRS Fail light had still not been 

fixed . Mr . Merritt didn ' t say t ha t he was .going to fly , buL asked Mr . Pruitt if he was 

nigh t current , which he was not . Mr . Pruitt did not know jf Mr . Merritt had flown since 

Mo nday 6- 2'1 . 

Mr . Pruitt stated that he ne ver saw Mr . Merritt get gas on 6- 24 , but it ' s possible he did 

in INT o nce he dropped off Mr . Pruit t and Mr . Ostendorf . Mr . Pruitt believes they had 

plenty of gas for Lhe flight on 6- 24 , over 100 gallons . 
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TIME DATE 

RECORD OF D VISIT D CONFERENCE OR IZI TELEPHONE CALL 
1 : 30 PM 06/28/2019 

NAME ($) OF PERSON (S) CONTACTED OR IN CONFERENCE AND Tl ROUTING 

Norman Powell of Powell Avionics , SYMBOL INITIALS 

SUBJECT 

N664AR fatal aircraft accidenl near FJl.Y on 6- 27-19 

DIGEST 

I traveled to Fayetteville , NC on 6- 28 - 19 to i nvestiga te a fatal aircraft accident 

i nvol vi ng N664AR and pilot WiJliam Melvin Merri tt . Below is one oC the interviews 

conducted . 

I spoke with Mr . Norman Powell from Powell Avionics , who stated that around 5 : 45pm the 

night of t he acciden t , Mr . Merritt was checking on the status of the airplane . Mr . Powell 

e ither a ns wered from personal knowledge or c hecked with his employees to verify t he 

following r esponses . 

The avionics shop told him lhat they still had to contact Aspen for further instructions . 

They told him that with an ambe r AHRS Fail lighL I he wouldn ' t be able to engage his 

autopilot , but that would be t he only flight issue . I as ked t hem to confi rm this , and they 

did , stati ng , "The only thing t hat would not wor k is the autopilot ," a nd that t he attitude 

a nd heading should still wor k . I confirmed that t he indication was an amber "AHRS Fail " 

light . The pilot spoke with the installer around 5 : 30- 6 : 00pm that night , the installer 

said the onl y issue would be the autopilot not engaging , and " that was it fo r the 

conversation ." The y stated that the pilot wasn ' t upset , agitated , or anything li ke that . 
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TIME DATE 

RECORD OF [gj VISIT D CONFERENCE OR D TELEPHONE CALL 
l : 4 5 PM 06/28/2019 

NAME (SI OF PERSON (SI CONTACTED OR IN CONFERENCE ANO LOCATION ROUTING 

James Merritt , SYMBOL INITIALS 

SUBJECT 

N664AR fatal aircraft accident near FAY on 6-27-19 

DIGEST 

I traveled to Fayetteville , NC on 6- 28 - 19 to investigate a fatal ai re raft accident 

involving N664AR and pilot William Mel vin Merritt . Below is one of the interviews 

conducted . 

James Merritt is the brolher of William Merritt , who died in this aircraft accident . James 

said Lhat on 6- 22 , the Saturday prior to the accident , the two of them left from FAY and 

landed in Claxton, GA . There t hey fully fueled the aircraft , then returned to FAY . That 

was the last time James flew with William, and the aircraft flew perfectly with no 

mechanical issues according to James . James is not a pilot , but has flo1·m with ~-Jilliam on 

frequent occasions . William owned the company Industrial Power Inc . James said he left 

the sLore at about 4pm on the day of the accident , and said he was going to the airport , 

but did n ' t say he was going to fl y like he usual l y does when he ' s going to fly . James said 

that the airplane had its le ft fuel bladder tank replaced (he wasn ' t sure exactly) around 

six weeks ago . 
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RECORD OF D VISIT D CONFERENCE OR ~TELEPHONE CALL 
3 : 00 PM 06/28/2019 

NAME (S) OF PERSON 

Todd Lyden , 
. . . . . . NFERENCE AND LOCATION ROUTING 

SYMBOL INITIALS 

SUBJECT 

N664AR fatal aircraft accident near FAY on 6- 27-1 9 

DIGEST 

I traveled to Fayetteville , NC on 6 - 28 - 19 to i nvestigate a fatal aircraft accide n t 

involving N66 4AR a nd pjlot William Melvin Merritt . Below is one of the inte rviews 

conducted . 

Mr . Lyden was an eye witness to the accident . He was walking his dogs , out at about 

10 : 30pm . The airplane appeared to be coming right toward Lheir neighborhood and in a very 

sharp right hand turn . The engines were very loud . He says he heard a " sputtering sound ." 

The aircraft veered '' very very sharply" before the crash , but it was difficult to tell in 

the dark which part of the aircraft he was looking at . He didn ' t see any fire or hear the 

impact , but remembers the lights on t he aircraft were very bright . Just before the crash , 

the aircraft appeared to be in a very steep descent , about at a 45 degree angle . It rolled 

prior to impact but he coul dn ' t tell which way . 
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DATE TITLE 
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