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Garez, David B (FAA)
\

From:
Sen': Fletcher Mack
Yo Tuesday, May 07, 2019 2:33 PM
Cc: Sebastiani, David (FAA); Garey, David B (FAA)
Subject: Helicopter Accident - N572MD
Gentlemen -

Below is a summary of my contact with Chuck before he departed Tipton on Saturday morning May 4, 2019.
Sorry we had to meet as a result of this tragic accident.
Regards,

Fletcher Mack

Contact with the incident helicopter pilot on May 4, 2019

I’m Fletcher Mack at private pilot with a flying club at Tipton Airport. | arrived at Tipton at about 8:30 AM EST on Saturday morning to get a pass from the FBO to
take my truck on to the airport tarmac to prepare for a wash party for N8429A. | drove up to hangar 84 to get the keys from our club office to the airplane and tug, |
noticed the east side hanger door partially open. When | walked into the hangar | spoke to the individual looking at the rotor hub with a flashlight and announced

what | was coming in to find our aircraft tug and get the keys to the aircraft.

The weather was IFR, OVC 600, foggy and about 1 miles visibility. So | asked him was he doing maintenance because he had a flashlight looking at the controls
around the main rotor. He told me was doing a preflight to go for the flight, he did not tell me the destination. | said so you are going on an IFR flight and his said
yes, so | said the helicopter was IFR capability, he said yes. I'm currently doing IFR training and felt that it was marginal for a fixed wing flight.

a conversation about previous flights, he told me that he flew that helicopter to Tennessee to see family, he had his four year daughter with him. S_he
e ok. When he got to Dulles airport his daughter woke up and said daddy stop making the helicopter bounce, he said

daughter got sick so he turned back to Tipton to drop his daughter and continue the flight back to Tennessee. We then
to fly a helicopterthat far. He stated the he flew low because of headwinds just over mountains on the way

We got on
fell a sleep so he thought the trip would b

there was turbulence. Soon after that his
got into a conversation about fuel, speed and the cost

so it was not that bad.

et because | was attempting to recruit him as a member of our club with the Piper Dakota which is more suited for long trips

o e il el A nd said he would get that contact information off of the front door of the club. He told me his name was Chunk and | told

and more payload. He was interested a
e the aircraft at about 8:50 EST, | walked passed Chuck and the helicopter in the hanger and noticed that he was

Afterlooking forhenyg-andigeting e Koys 10 find the tug so | was go to taxi the aircraft to the wash rack. That was the last time | saw or talked to him

cleaning the glare shield. | told him [ could not
1




About
the air

10:39 EST N783FM took off with the weather still OVC 700 to 800. At about 11:30 EST | heard the helicopter takeoff but did not see it because | was under
cra_ft cleaning. Several hours later |

er | started receiying e-mails from the DC Pilot's Yahoo forum about a downed helicopter. | immediate was concerned when
r. After reading the news articles, looking at flightaware.com and listening to ATC.net | realized it was Chuck that when

Fletcher Mack






