












  MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
 
Heidi Kemner 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation       March 6, 2019 
 
 

Subject:  ERA19FA118 
Who:  Brandi Kent – Pilot’s Wife 
 
In a conversation, Mrs. Kent stated following:  

• Her husband slept well the night before the accident. We usually went to bed 
around 10 pm since he was up at 6 am to go to work. 

• The day before the accident he had a hard time in the helicopter. He had the 
helicopter settle with power. During that time, the helicopter began to descend, 
and he kept pulling and pulling collective. It was only when the saw blades 
became lodged in the trees that the helicopter was able to come out of it. It was in 
about the same area as where the accident occurred and it really scared him.  

• As for a medical background, the pilot was very healthy.  
• On the day of the accident he woke up on time and left for work. We had planned 

to meet for lunch that day.  



  MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
 
Heidi Kemner 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation       March 6, 2019 
 
 

Subject:  ERA19FA118 
Who:  Blake Elrod – Witness 
 
In a conversation, Mr. Elrod stated following:  

• He was measuring the power poles so that he could replace them.  
• He saw the helicopter coming through and cutting the trees. 
• He watched the first pass of the helicopter cutting the trees.  
• He circled back for a second pass and that is when the helicopter started spinning. 
• It started spinning out of control and just dropped. 
• The tail rotor moved in the counter clockwise direction. 
• The helicopter made one full rotation and during the second rotation was when it 

made contact with a tree before it fell to the ground. 
• The engines and saws were very loud during the accident.  
• He could hear the saws buzzing and he didn’t notice a difference in engine noise.   



  MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
 
Heidi Kemner 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation       March 6, 2019 
 
 

Subject:  ERA19FA118 
Who:  Eric Johnson – Witness 
 
In a conversation, Mr. Johnson stated following:  

• He was in communication with the pilot 
• They had worked together for 2 years.  
• The saw did not hit the deer stand first. It began to spin counterclockwise, struck 

trees, and then impacted the ground.  
• It was very windy that day. Gusting quite a bit.    




