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RECORD of CONVERSATION

Millicent Hill
Air Safety Investigator
Eastern Region Aviation

Date: October 16, 2018
Person Contacted: Rodney Whipple- Pilot

This investigator interviewed Mr. Whipple by telephone, he stated he had just bought the airplane
and flown it once, for about 15 to 20 minutes a few weeks before the accident. He departed with
about 9 gallons of fuel. While enroute he noticed the fuel level was just under 1/2 tank, he elected to
stop at HRJ for fuel. During the descent the engine began to decrease in rpm, then stopped
completely. He turned on the auxiliary fuel pump but was unable to restart the engine. He landed in
a field and the airplane nosed over. He turned the fuel selector OFF for safety reasons. He stated the
engine had about 1.3 total hours at the time of the accident.

When asked what changes he would have made, he stated additional fuel venting. There is a service
bulletin for a similar airplane that states a forward facing pitot tube should be installed for better
fuel venting. The only fuel venting for the accident airplane is a modified fuel cap, holes drilled in
the top of the fuel cap. He also stated he would have marked the right wing fuel tank sight gauge.





