
INSPECTOR STATEMENT 

Experimental Amateur Built Helicopter Accident 

NTSB Accident Number: ERA18LA135 

Pilot: Alan Heard,

Registration: N911CY 

Aircraft Make: Mosquito XE 

S/N: MXE1036F07 

Location: Gaines Valley Aviation Airport NY06, Gaines, NY 

Date of Accident: April 24, 2018 

!!£:James Seymour, ASI 

AEA-FSDO 23, Rochester, NY 

Today's Date: May 1, 2018 

On April 24th, 2018, this office was notified of a small helicopter crash with injuries at the Gaines Valley 

Aviation Airport in -Gaines, NY. Inspectors arrived on scene at about 15:35 EDT and observed several 

emergency vehicles on NY Route 279 Gaines-Waterport Road, at the entrance to the airport. The fire 

department had extinguished the fire at this time, and the injured pilot, who was the sole occupant, had been 

transported for medical attention. Inspectors contacted the Regional Operations Center upon arrival on scene. 

The crash site was located at 43' 17'24" N, 78' 13'21.02'W, in a pasture directly west of the airport, 

about 80 yards from the highway. The remains of the wreckage indicated that the aircraft was pointed in a 

westerly heading of 280'. Local conditions were overcast skies with a light wind and a temperature in the mid 

40's F. 

Upon approaching the site, inspectors found a conical air cleaner with the marking "K&N", located 

a bout 20 feet east of the wreckage. The burn area progressed to the south of the wreckage for about 15'. 

Approximately four feet of the red colored tail boom and the tail rotor assembly remained unburned. The tail 

rotor was separated from the tail boom, but in the immediate vicinity. The helicopter canopy was in fragments 

west of the wreckage, along with the remains of the pilot's burned shirt. A GoPro camera attached to a set of 

ear muffs and a pair of leather gloves were also in the same general area west of the wreckage. Within the 

burn area were the remains of the engine compartment and the cockpit. The helicopter skids were separated 

from the aircraft, and splayed out in either direction from the wreckage. The helicopter was laying on its left 

side. Both the main rotor and tail rotor were identifiable, with one main rotor bent in a downward direction of 

about 30'. One tail rotor blade was damaged, and although moving, neither the main rotor nor the tail rotor 

displayed evidence of having been under power at the time of the impact. Scars in the soil showed where the 

blades had contacted the ground, but were limited in size. 

NTSB Investigator Eric Alleyne contacted inspectors, and a description of the accident was provided to 

him, along with relaying the information in the witness statements. Investigator Allenyne released the scene 

and permission was given to the llC to allow the local authorities to dispose of the wreckage. On April 30th, 

2018 Inspector Seymour was contacted by NTSB Investigator Timothy Monville. At this time, it was conveyed 

to the Rochester FSDO that the NTSB would pursue the investigation and that a tear down of the engine and 

any remaining parts of the helicopter would be done, in an effort to determine a reason for the accident. 

Arrangements have been made to secure the remnants of the helicopter for disassembly and inspection in mid 

May, with the aid of an outside expert provided by the NTSB. 

I certify that this statement is true. 

JAMES P SEYMOUR 
James P. Seymour, ASI 

AEA FSD0-23, Rochester, NY 

Digitally signed by JAMES P SEYMOUR 
Date: 2018.05.01 13:26:14 -04'00' 
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Inspector Statement -James P. Seymour, ASI 

Accident: Experimental Amateur Built Helicopter 

Location: NY06 Gaines Valley Airport - Dick Meinhardt hangar 

Date of Inspection: May 17, 2018 

A teardown and inspection of the engine for accident helicopter Mosquito N911CY, was conducted at a 

private hangar on Gaines Valley Airport (NY06) belonging to Dick Meinhardt. Present at the inspection 

was the owner of Composite FX, Dwight Junkin. Composite FX is a Mosquito dealership and service 

facility. Accompanying Mr. Junkin was Mike Messex, an employee of Composite FX. Representing the 

FAA was llC James Seymour, ASI and AST Amy Malcolm from AEA FSDO 23 in Rochester, NY. 

I have read the inspector statement submitted by Mr. Junkin. Having assisted with the teardown and 

inspection, I agree with Mr. Junkin's findings, and concur with his assessment of the engine. Although 

the engine had been in a post-crash fire and exposed to dry chemical fire extinguishing agent, it was still 

possible to assess the state of the internal components prior to the accident. 

I certify that these statements are true. 

JAMES P SEYMOUR Digitally signed by JAMES P SEYMOUR 
Date: 2018.08.01 08:20:19-04'00' 




