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In a telephone interview with Mr. John Williams the glider tow pilot, he said he towed the
pilot's glider for the past five years and spoke highly of the Mr. Irlbeck(glider pilot) abilities. He
said that he and the Mr. Irlbeck were in radio communication prior to takeoff. He said Mr.
Irlbeck requested a "left break" after takeoff, which was precautionary, in the event the tow
rope broke on climb out. The Mr. Williams was not concerned with this request since the winds
were aligned with the active runway. The Mr. Irlbeck also requested to be towed up to "3,000
ft above the field before release" and the Mr. Williams acknowledged. During the climb out,
about 200 ft above ground level (agl), the Mr. Williams noticed that the tow rope had a lot of
slack, which did not seem normal. He also said that the glider was "moving around a lot more
than he was accustomed too." The Mr. Williams started a shallow turn to the right to keep the
airplane upwind and to "take up the slack in the tow rope." After this maneuver the glider did
not reduce the slack out of the line, which effected the glider's airspeed. At 400 ft agl the glider
encountered a thermal and began to climb rapidly while lifting the tail of the tow airplane. The
Mr. Williams was about to release the glider when it released from the tow rope. The Mr.
Williams continued in straight level flight to avoid the glider, and when he was far enough
away to look back, he noticed that the glider was about 200 ft below the tow airplane in a spin.
Mr. Williams watched as the glider continued in a spin until it collided with the ground.
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