


Conversations with Chase Olsen 4/9/18 – 4/11/18 
 
 

4/9 [Afternoon](Stephen Zalaskus present) The first time I saw Chase after the accident not 
much was communicated. He asked me what the condition of the linemen was. I told him I 
didn’t know. Chase told me that everything was “normal” and that something pulled him into 
the pole. Chase was having a hard time keeping his eyes open and staying focused. After that 
we mainly worked on if he had feeling in his hands and feet/ toes. 
 
4/9 [Evening](Stephen Zalaskus present) I checked on Chase before I went to the hotel to 
get some food and sleep. We did not discuss what may have happened. I told him I would check 
on him on Tuesday and to try to get some sleep. 
 
4/10 [Late morning](Stephen Zalaskus present) I spoke with Chase and he was in a lot of 
pain. He was much more alert. He once again asked about the condition of the linemen was. I 
told him that I didn’t know. He made me promise him that I would find out. I asked him if he 
felt good enough to try and tell me what happened. Chase told me that he was “clipping fiber 
off the skid” and they were about to clip the last structure. He said that they were hovering 
next to the pole for about 30 seconds and then all of a sudden something pulled him hard left, 
he went full right cyclic and left pedal and the last thing he remembered was looking straight 
down at the ground. 
 
4/10 [Late afternoon](Stephen Zalaskus present)  Chase was in a lot of pain. I don’t recall 
discussing what may have happened, just talked about how he was feeling. I told him I would 
come back and see him the next day. 
 
4/11 [Mid morning]( Stephen Zalaskus, Kenny Zalaskus, Scott Yukimura present) We went to 
visit Chase and discuss what he remembers. He asked me if the linemen “made it” and I told 
him that they did not. Once again, he said they were “just clipping fiber off the skid” and 
everything was “normal”. He said that he was at the pole for about 30 seconds and the lineman 
was wrapping the armour rod on the wire. He then said that all of a sudden the helicopter was 
getting pulled to the left, he went full right cyclic, left pedal and the last thing he remembers is 
looking straight at the ground. I asked him if the lineman was using a hoist to pull the wire and 
he told me the lineman was lifting the wire with the “inside of his elbow” to wrap the armour 
rod.  
 
4/11 [Early afternoon](Stephen Zalaskus, Kenny Zalaskus present) Stephen, Kenny and I went 
back to visit Chase and tell him we were leaving. That we would come back and visit him soon 
and we hoped he would start feeling better soon.  
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