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Aluu11 '"'-1 FUGHT Ill"! I ~~:: ...... -~of cabin~- itha 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Ocenter ORear OMinor 
0Right OSingle OSerious 

Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 
Ounknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor D Connnercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign 0Lap0nly 0Lap0nly D Not Installed 

D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 05-point 05-point D Deployed 

OUDknown OUnknown D Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

State: ZIP: OCenter ORear OMinor 
Middle Initial: ORight OSingle Oserious 
Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 

0Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor DCommercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign OLapOnly OLapOnly D Not Installed 
D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at tbe Time 0 5-point 05-point D Deployed 

Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo oftbis Accident/Incident: hrs OUnknown OUnknown D Unknown 

PASSENGER(S) I OTHER PERSONNEL (Include cabin crww; continue on HP111'1118 shMt H I"MMG8SHrY) 

Inflatable 
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: City: ON one ONone OLeft ON one DNotlnstalled D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dlnstalled -- 03-point 03-point 
Last Name: 0Right 0Serious DNotDeployed IfUnder5, 

Country: 
0Unknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger 00ther 0Unknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown 0Lap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown Ounknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DNot Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Ocenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

ORight 0Serious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Last Name: Country: 04-point 04-point Ounknown 0Fatal DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew OPassenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DUnder 5 years DNot Installed 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

Last Name: Orught OSerious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger 00ther OUnknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: -- 0Unknown OUnknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

0Left ON one ON one ONone D Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dinstalled 

Last Name: 0Right OScrious 03-point 03-point D Not Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point 0Deployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- 0Uoknown 0Unknown 0 Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: KOCF 
Time: 1500 

AirportiD: N/A ®None OVFRJIFR 

City: Ocala 
0 Company VFR 0IFR 

City: 0 Military VFR 0Unknown 
State: Florida Time Zone: Eastern State: OVFR 

Country: United States Country: Activated'!' 0Yes QNo QUoknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply) 

IZI None 0 Special VFR OSpecialiFR 0 VFRFlightFollowing OCruise 
DVFR 0 IFR 0VFROnTop D Traffic Advisory 0 Uoknown INA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all that apply) Altitude ofln-F1ight 
D Class A IZIClass G D Military Operations Area (MOA) 0Special Occurrem:e: 
D ClassB DDemoArea D Airport Advisory Area D Air Traffic Control Area 
D ClassC D Warning Area D Jet Training Area 0Unknown 50 ftmsl 
D ClassD D Prohibited Area 0TRSA 
D ClassE D Restricted Area 0FAR93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTnNCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: KOCF 
IZINational Weather Service 0Company 

Observation Time: 5:50pm 0 Flight Service Station DMilitary 
OTV/Radio IZ)Intemet Time Zone: Eastern 
IZI Automated Report 0None 

Distance from Accident Site: 25 nm D Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0Unknown 
DOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: 225 degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 

®VMC 0Dawn ®Dusk QDarkNight QUnknown 
0IMC QDay 0Night QBright Night 
0Unknown 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or 87.8 (F) 
0Clear 0 Thin Broken 0 None (Clear) OObscured 
OFew 0 Thin Overcast OBroken 0 Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or 55.4 (F) 
0 Partial Obscuration 0Unknown OOvercast ®Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: 2996 in. Hg ®Scattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

ftagl ftagl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility 10 miles 
OVariable 0Calm 0 Not Gusting RVR: feet 

0 Light and Variable 
-or- -or- -or- RVV: miles 

Direction: North degrees true Speed: 9.2 kts Speed: 15 kts Density Altitude: ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply) 

OLight DNone D Drizzle D Freezing Rain DNone DFog 
0Moderate DRain D Ice Pellets D Snow Shower D Blowing Dust DGroundFog 
0Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets D Ice Pellets Shower D Blowing Sand DHaze 
®NIA D Hail D Snow Grains D Freezing Drizz1e D Blowing Snow Dice Fog 

Ounknown D Rain Showers D Ice Crystals D Blowing Spray [!JSmoke 
DDust OUnknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 
®None ON/A ®None ON/A DNone DLight 
OTrace ORime 0Trace ORime DCiear Air DModerate 
0Light Oclear OLight OClear D Terrain-Induced DSevere 
0Moderate 0Mixed 0Moderate OMixed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Osevere Ounknown Osevere 0Unknown 
0Unknown 0Unknown 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the aecident/incident: 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
0 None 0 Substantial 
0 Minor ® Destroyed 

0 Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Fire at Unknown Time 
Ounknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

Aircraft Explosion 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Explosion at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

The aircraft was completely destroyed from the recovery efforts due primarily to the muck and floating vegetation in the remote lake. 
However, despite the damage caused during the recovery, the following damage was noted which corroborates John Rawls' recollection 
of events. The right rear skid tube shows scrape marks in the non-skid paint at an angle and fashion that would be indicative of a cable 
being pulled along the area for about 6 inches. One tail rotor blade was folded 90 degrees, 5 inches from the Tail Rotor Hub and showed 
metal to metal contact. The Tail Rotor Short Shaft is broken just behind the coupling as it leaves the Engine Gearbox. The short shaft 
shows twisting at the area of the break indicating sudden stoppage of the tail rotor drive train. 

The recovery efforts required clearing of trees and underbrush to reach the edge of the lake. The fuel tanks and gearboxes remained c 
NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Please type or print In Ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

John Rawls was dispatched to assist with a fire in the area of NE 212th Lane and Hwy 315 near Orange Springs, Marion County, Florida 
at 1459 Hrs. After preflight preparations were complete, he departed KOCF at 1519 Hrs. Upon arriving near the scene he chose a safe 
nearby landing zone, landed, inspected and attached the Bambi Bucket and began firefighting operations. He advised that he had 
completed between 25 and 30 drops, refueled and completed 3 or 4 additional drops when the incident occurred. He stated that as he 
began to pull the bucket from the water he instantly encountered a severe out of CG condition to the right. He was fully aware that he had 
likely gotten the cables from the bucket wrapped around the skid. He attempted to release the water to rectify the situation to no avail. He 
then began to rock the aircraft in an attempt to free the bucket unsuccessfully. He then released the bucket using the cargo release 
button, heard the typical "clun~ sound of the bucket releasing then another loud •clunk". At this point he began a violent spin and went 
into the water. He was able to free himself from the aircraft, inflate his Personal Flotation Device and swim to safety. He stated the entire 
scenario occurred in less than 1 0 seconds. He was able to utilize his cell phone to notify Sgt. Darren Bruner who was manning the refuel 
site at a nearby landing zone that he had crashed and was in need of assistance. He was then able to notify the communications center of 
his location utilizing the mapping applications on his cell phone. Rescue efforts were initiated and involved the use of a bulldozer to 
provide access due to the nearly impenetrable undergrowth surrounding the lake. 

The aircraft was located in Bay Lake, upside down, but largely intact, in roughly 12 feet of water. With the assistance of the Marion County 
Sheriffs Dive Team, air bags were employed to assist in floating the aircraft and a rope was attached to the aircraft and it was gently 
towed to within 40 yards of the bank remaining intact. Efforts were then severely hampered due to muck and floating vegetation stopping 
any further forward progress and making diving efforts impossible. It was determined that no heavy equipment could get close enough to 
the waters edge to remove the muck and vegetation, which would have likely allowed for removal with minimal additional damage. A 
winch was then employed from the bulldozer and the aircraft was removed causing severe damage. Once removed the aircraft was 
transported to the Marion County Sheriffs Aviation Unit hangar at KOCF. 

Upon receiving John Rawls verbal statement, I contacted Mr. John Breen of the FAA and Mr. Ralph Hicks with the NTSB. I advised them 
of the above information at which Mr. Hicks requested additional photos of the damage described above. I provided said pictures via email 
and Mr. Hicks released the aircraft to the Marion County Sheriffs Office. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CPINH type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Date of this Report 

0511012017 
mm/c/d.YY.yy 

Name of Pilot/Operator:-------------------------­

Signature:-----------------------------­

- or- D Check here to electronically sign this document 

H a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: Harold 0. Standridge Jr. Title: Aviation Unit Commander 

Signature:-----------------------­

- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

NTSB Accident/Incident No. 
ERA17LA170 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office 
ERA 
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Name of Investigator 
R. Hicks 

Date Report Received 
511012017 




